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midsommSr nkcHts 

. dreame. 

Theferu. . 

V>n?Af 

lOwfaireH>/»;fl/^‘<,oari>u^iallhower;'- _ 

Draws on apa(e : tower happy dates bring m 
An^othtr o 

-^lThi« old Moonc wa^lfe Ungers my defares. 

Like to a^epdame, or a dowager, 

Fowcrnightswillquicklydrcameamytheu^ 

AndihcnthcMoonc,likctoa^tyucr^^^ 

Now bent in heau en, thall bchol4?|t^^iSn6 

Of our folcmnitics, 

rke.Goe Phihflrate, • 

Stirre vp ihe Athenuttt youth to merriments, , 

Awake the peart and nimble tpirit of mirth, 

Turne melancholy foorthtofunerals: 

Th e pale compat^fe* not for bur pomp. 

Hymlitay 1 woo^tSee with my iword, 

t nd wonne thy louc, doing t|jc|iniuticst 

utl will wedthee in another 1%, . 

With pompe,with.triumph, and vvlthreuelin^^ ^ ;; 

Enter Egeus and. his daughter flcrmia'}«»d iyisader 
4»dHelen.a,<i«dPemeitips. 

Happy be 7l6e/^;»,oufkenowncd duk^' ‘'; , 

^he. Thankes good whais the 

E^e,FuUofYCxati(3n>comeI 5 

h% 
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Againrt my childc, my daughter Hcmin^ 

Stand fmh Dimetrins. 

My^obleLord, 

This man hath my con Tent to marry hcr^ 

S tand forth hipindeK 
And my gracious Duke, 

This m an hath bcwitchc the boiomc ofmy childe 
Thou^thou Lj^fander^ thou haft giuen her rimesj 
And interchang’d louc tokens with rny childe: 

^Tfaou haft, by moonc4iglit,at her windowefung. 

With raining voice, verfes of faining loue. 

And ftolnctheinipieOionofhcrphantafie: ;;.r 

With bracelets of thy haire, rings, gawdes, conccites^^ 
Knackes, trifles, nofcgaies/wccte mcatesf'mcflen^ci®l' 
OfftrongprcuailcmeminvnhardcnedyouchJ ^ 
With cunning haft thou filcht my daughters heart 
Turnd her obcdience(which is due to mec ) * ^ 

To ftubborne harflincfle . And, my gratious Diike ^ 

Bcitfo, {he will not here,beforeyour Grace,, ^ 
Confentto marry with Demetriw^ 

1 beg the aundent pri^lIcdgcofy^rWr 
As (he is mine, I may dlfpofc of her; 

Which {hall be^ either to this gentleman. 

Or CO her death^according to our lawc,, 
pi^ouided,in that cafe. 

V \A7n ol* 1^ ** TT • 




:ialoihmer nightesdreamc 

fjer, I would tny father lookt but with my eyes. 
7&f.Raiberyourcyesmuft, withhisiudgemeiitylookc, 
H>r. I doeintrcatyourgrace,to pardon mce, 
jlcnow not by what power, lam made bouldj 
Nor how it may concerne nay modeny. 

In fuch a prcfence, here toplead ray thoughts^ 

But I bcfeech your Grace, that r may kn owe 
The worft that may befall mee in this cafe. 

If Itefufc towed 

ihe. Either to dy the death, or to abiurc. 

For eucr, the focicty of men, 
Therefote,faireHer»»M,queftionyoutd«firesj 
Knowe ofyour youth, examine well your bloody 
Whcthcr(ifyou ycclde not to your fathers ehoyce} 

You cancndurcthe liuery ofaNmyie, 

For aye to be in Qiady doy Her, mew’d 
Toliue a harraine fiftcr ail y ourlife, 

- Cbauntingfatncbymnc5,eothecoldefrultIe(|eMoone* 
k Thrifeblefled they, that mafterib there bloodej,, , 

Tovndcrgoefuchmaidenpiigrimager . 

^ But carthiycr happy is the rofcdiftild^ 

Then that, which, withering on the virgin thorne^. 
Growes,liucs,and dies, in Angle blefledneflc. 

■vk -Hifr, So wiHlgr6we,foIiue,ibdlcmyLordk , 

'Ti. \x 7 u'^lr ErelwiUyicldmyvirginFatentjVp 

T ,Whatfayy^,£f^^^^^^ VntobisLordfliippe,whofevnwifliedyoake 

Joa,ypurfatherfhouWbeasaGodt ' - 1 Myfouleconfcntsnottogiuefouetainw^^ 

n.,u5atcompordyGurbeaunes:vcaandone- ’ Vf T2»e,Taketimetopawfc,andby thcnextncwemoOOTy 

™ ^^®feaIihgday,betwixtmyIoueand mce, 

II F°'^'““^‘*®‘”8bo*’doffellow(iippe, 
rl B either prepare to dye,- 

' disobedience to your fathers will 
^ woulc 



One L.jat compofij your beauries : yea and one* 
iowhomeyou arc but as aformc in wax, 

, 'V hi*T. imprinted, and within his power, 

|o.; :he figure, or disfigure it; 

is a worthy gentleman* 

cut , wanting your fathers voice. 

The otne^STtbeiieid the worthier,. 



^ ^ would^ 

i ^ronD4^4fxalcartoproteft, 

; ^ ^rayc,auflpican^ 

'^r A3 
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i\ MicnmiMusr rngi 

^eme, Relcnt,fwe«c Hermia, andj L/fimierjyc^i 
Tby crazed title to my certainc right* 

Lyf, You haue her fathers loue, Demet*im 
L ct me bauc Hertmas ; doe you marry him, ' 
Egeta^ Scornefull L/yStWer.truCjhe hath my lout: 
And what is mine, my loue (hall render him. 

And /he is minc jand all my right of her 
I doe eftate vnto 

Lyfand^l am my Lord^ as well deriu’d as hee^ 

As well poifell : my toue is more than his: 

My fortunes euery way as faircly rankt 
f'lf not with vantage )is Demetrins : 

And(which is more then all theie boafles can be) 

J am belou’d of beautious Hermut. 

Why /hould notl then profecutc my tight? 
Demetriui, \lc auouch it to his hcade. 

Made loue to daughtcr,fftf/w4. 

And won herfoulctand flac/'fwcete Ladie^dotes, 
Deuoutly dotes, dotes in Idolatry, 

Vpon thisifpotted and incondant man. 

I muftconfeflc,thatl haucheard fomuch; 

And, with Demetriuff thought to hauc fpokc thereof; 
But, being ouer full of feifc affaires. 

My mindc did loofe it. But Demetrifts corncy 
And come Egeusyyoa fhall goe with mee; 
Ihauefomeptiuatcfehoohngforyou both. 

For y ou,faite Hermiay looke you arme your fcife. 

To fit yourfancics, to yourfathers will; 

Or clfe.the Law of Athens yeeldsyourp 
(Which by no meanes we may extenuate) 

To death,or to a vowe offingle life. 

Come my Ar;ppo//r4 : what cheare my loue? 
Demetrius mA-Egeus goe along.* 

I muff .employ you infomc bu/ineffc, 

Againft our nuptiall^and conferre with you 



Of 



mgntes afeartiR ^ 

ne fnme Aine, nerely that concernesyour felues. 

WiS duety aaldefire,wc follow you, 

IV^How nownwloocWhy 
Hbwchancethe rofesthcre doe fade fo fafl? 

ffer Belike, for want of raine •• which 1 could well 

Beteem‘ctbcm,fromthetempcfiofmycyes. 

ii/.Eigh me ;for aught that I could euerreade. 

Could euer here by talc or hiftory, 

• The courfe of true loue neuer did run ne Imoothc. 

But either it was different in bloud; 

J/ee, OcrofTe/toohightobeirtlhraldtoIoue. 

Z,ir Orelfemifgraffed,inrefpe^ofyearcs; 

Jler, O fpight / too olde to be ingag’d to young. 

Lt/. Orclfe,it ftoodcvponthcchoyceoffricnd^ 

Der.O hell.to choofe loue by anothcrscycs! 

Ly/, Or,if there were a fympathy in choyce, 

Warre.death or fickneffej did lay fiege to 

Making it raomeniany, as a found; 

Swift,as a fhadowe; fhort,as any dreame; 

Bricfe,asthelightningin the colliednight, 

That(in a fpleene)vnfblds both heaueti and earths ■ 

And,ere a man hath powerto fay, beholde, 
Theiawesofdarkenefle do deuoure hvp: 

So quicke bright ihingscomctjjjconfufion. 

ffen If then true louers haue bin euei crofts 
it ftands as an ediifl, in defliny ; * 

Then letvsteach ourtriall'patienccJ 

Becaufe it is a cuflomary erdfie, ' 

AS dewe to loue, asthoughtS,and dreames,and figheSj 
Wifhes; and tcarcs; poore Fancies followers, 

good peifwafion .'therefore heare mee, Hermiaz 
Ihaue a widowe aunt ,adowagcr, 

: Ofgreatreuenew,andfhehathn6childe?‘ • 

From Atheusn her houferemote,fcauenleagueSa 
And fhc rcfpedes'raee, as her only fonnes 

* ' . Thers^, 



H 



■ 




TbeiCjgemlc Ktfr«M,niay Itnatry thcc: 

And to that place, the ftiatpe jithenian law 
Can notpurfuc vs. If thou iouefl: mee,tben 
Sceale forth thy fathers houfC) to morrow night! 

And in the wood, a league without the townc 
(Where 1 did rncete thee once with 
To do obfcruanceto a raorne of May) 

There will I flay for thee. 

•aerM.^ good Ly[4*tdery 
I fwcare to thcc,by ttfongefl bowe. 

By bis beft arrowe, with the golden heade. 

By the fimplicitie oiVentti doues. 

By that which knitteth foules, and pro/persloucs,' 

And by that fircy which burnd the queenc, 

When the falfc TroUn vndcr faile was feene. 

By all the vowes thatcuer menhaue broke, 

(In number more then euer women fpoke) 

In that fame place thou haft appointed mee,' 

To morrow trucly willl ineete with thee, 

Lyf, Kccpeproniifeloue:looke,herc comes | 

£»rerHcIena. ;■ 

TcLer^ God fpeedefaire Helena : whither away? 

He/. Call you mee fairc? That faireagaine vafay. 
louesyour fairc : d happy fairc/ 

Your cyesareloadftatrcs, and your tongues Iweeteaite 
More tunable then iarke, to fhecpcheards earcj 
When wheat isgrecnc,when hauthorne buddes appeate. 
Sicknefle is catching ;0, were fauourfo, ' 

YourwordJlcatch,faireHras?/<?jereigoe, . 

My earc fltouldcstch your voice,my eye,your eycj 
My tongue fliould catch your tongues fweetc melody* 
Were the world mine, being bated, 

Thcrcftilcgiucto betoyoutranflated* : 

O, teach mee howyou lookcjand with what Art, , ' . 

Youfway tfaemoBon of heart* 




ibniDicr Bightcs tlrcanie. 

Hcr.Thc more 1 bate, the more he followe s mcc , 

Hel The more I loue,the mor.e he hateth mee. 

Her no fault of mine. 

//tf/'Nonebut your beauty ;would that fault were mine. 
H^r.Takc comfort the no mote fhall fee my face;, 
Lyfander and my felfc will fly this place,. 

Before the time I did Lfpiffder fee, ■ . . : 

Seem’d Jthehf a&aParadifetomec. 

Q chen,wbat graces in mylouc dooe dvvelJi 

Thatheebathturndaheaucnvntoahell/ ^ 

Lyf, Hc/f»,toyou our mindes wee will vnfould; 

To morrow night, when doth beholdc 

Herfilucrvjfage,inthc watryglafle , _ 

DeckingjWith liquid pearle, the bladed grallc -j 

fA lime, ;bat louers flights doth flillconccale) 

Throueh gaics,haue wee dcuiPd to ftealc, 

Her7And in the wood,whcrc often you and Is 
Vpon faint Primrofe bed des, were wopt to.Iye, 
Empiyingour bofomes, of their counfcllfweldi 
TheremyZ/yy^»fll»’iandmyfclfcfliallmeeie, , 

And tbcnce,ftom Athens,xmnt a way our eyes. 

To feekenewfriends and ftrapge companions, 
EatcwcIIsfweetc playfellow ; pray thou fpr ys; 

And good lucke graunt thee thy Deweryz/a, 

Keepe word Lyptnderivic muft flame our fight^ 

From louetsfoode, till morrow deepe roidnighti 
£a:«Hermia, 

will my Hc>7»w, adieu; 

As you on him^Demetrita dote on you. Exit Eyfander^ 
Hefe. How happie fome,ote otherfome, can be/ ' 
Through I am thought as fairs asfhcci. 

B " Bue 




A Midrommcrm^tes dreami^ 

But what o{ that?I)<*«?/r<a»tbinkc$ not fb.* 

He will not knowe, what all^but hee doe know. 

And as hee erresj doting on Hermiat eye*.* 

So Ijadmiring of his qualities . 

Things bafe and vile, holding no quantitie, 

Loue cat! tranfpofe to forme and dtgnitie« 

Loue lookcs not with the eycs,but with the minde.* 
And therefore is wingd Cupid painted blinde. 

Nor hath loues minde of any iudgement tahe: 
WingSjand nocyes,figurc,vnbcedy haflc. 

And therefore is loue laid to bee a childe.* 

Becaufe,in choycc, he is fo oft beguil’d. 

As waggifh boyes,in game, themlelues forfwcares 
Sojthe boy, Loue , is pcriur’d cuery where. 

For, ere Demetritu lookt on Hermit eyen, 

Hee hayld downe othes,that he was onely mine^ 

And when this hailc feme heate,from /fer>wM,fcIt| 
So he di(Iblued,andfhowrsof caches didmelc, 

I will goe tell him of faire Hermtas High t: 

Then, to the wodde,will he ,to morrow night, 

Purfue her : and for this intelligence. 

If I haue £hankes,it is a deare ezpenie: 

But herein meane I to enrich my paine. 

To haue his light thither,and back againe, M 

Enter Quince//&e C^rpeHteriaudSauggeythe Je)iier,» 
Bottom,r^e Weauer\ and Flute, the Belhwes meiultr^ 
Saoutythe Tenl^ep’;4»d Starueling the Tuyler^ 
Quin. Is all our company heere.? 

^ot. You were beft to call them generally , mao 
man, according CO the ferippe. 

QuinMtK is the fcrowle of cucry mans name, whiclii 
thought fit,through z\ Athens jio play in ourEntcrliKiejIx 
fore the Ouke,8t the Dutches, on htswedding day at nigl* 
JJo/r.Firft good ’BeeterOmneeSvy what the Play tteatso 
then read the names of the A^ocs:& fo grow to a 



rnigfiws dfcamc. 

5 «/«.Mary,our Play isthe moft ««ablc comedy, 
and mofi a ucU death and Th,fby. 

Avery good peece of wotke,l airmeyou.&amer 

ry .Now good teeter QainciyC^\\ forth your Aaors,by the 

fcrovvle,Maflers,fpteadcyourfeIucs. 

Quin. Anfwerejas I call you.NickBottonuy the Weauer. 

Readie - Name what pat 1 1 am for, andprocecdc. 
QHin,Yo\XyNick,Bettem are ktAovimiotTyramus, 

Sett* Wbatis Alouer, or a tyrant? 

Qutn. A loucrthatkilshimlelfe.moli gallant, for loue. 
Bott. That will afke fometeares in the true performing 
©fit. If I doeit,lctthc Audience looketo their eyesrlwil 
mooue Ilormcs ; I will condole,in lomc meafurc. To the 
sell yet, my chiefe humoun's for a tyrant, ! could play £r» 
ties rarely ,or a part to tcare a Cat in , to make all fplit the 
ragingrocks •• and lhiueringlhocks,flialIbreake the locks 
ofprilbngates, and/’i&/^^«»carre ftiallfhinc from fatre, 
and make & raarre the foolilh FacesThis was loftie.NoW, 
name the reft ofthe Players. Thisis £rff/«vainc,atyranss 
Tjunc : A loucr is more condoling, 
£Jj»»».Fr(*»c«F/«/ff,theBcllowesmendet? : 
Tlu.^txzTeeterQuince. , 
i^i».P/«/e,youmufttakeT/&(y^/,onyoti. ‘ 

F/«. WhaUsTfe//^? A wandring knight? 

Qm». It is the Lady,that muft loue. (ming,' 

F/.Nay faithrlet not me play a womarl haue a beard c6^ 
QutHy That$allone:you fhall play itina Mafke^andyou 
may fpeake as fmall as you will . 

2«rr.And I may hide my face,lctrnc play Thijhy to ‘He 
fpeake in a monftrous little voice; Thifne, tbifney ah Py 
rumtajny loucrdeare,thy T^^r/iS/dcare.&Lady deare. 
^.No,no.youmuft play PyrumuttZl Flute yjonThy/hy,. 
Afl/,WclI,proceede. l2*^*2^^i»5f<*r»e/«^,theTaiIcr?' 
Star, Here Peeter Quince, 

Q«fv.BfihiffStar^e/in^,youTm[i play Tiypyef mothtu 
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AAiiTIIuimu«rniglitesdfe41HE^--j-r-jpg^^ 

I (ijjoibytoniorrowniglitlandmeetemecm 

W;.HereP«,rg»/.„. T' ^»<S.a^ll«ewith<,ut^hccov.ne,by Moona- 

fi««. You, P,ru®« fathtri my feUe,r4,/{/„ f.fc.l'rt' "ill w tehcaifc ■■(o, ir»et meete lu .he city, 

roaring. extempore: for itisnothing but|-„„eIy,andcoragioufly* Take paincs, bee perfit : adieu. 

wi|0Fnouohjho^^^^^ 

doeanyimnsh«rtgoo<^tobeatcmceJwairoareitl«r^rS 

JwillmakethcDukefay; Lethimroareagainejlet hial 

D /Till. ' no vvfpirit, whither vvandcryouf 

^ir“ J- would fright ; ^ouer hill,oucr dale.thorou^ bufh, thorough brier, 

theDutche(re,a. idthcLad.es, thatthey wouldlhrikci^d oSe o^ 
ySZuhar*”*"- . c 

1 hat would hang vrs,eHcry mothers foune, yiferue the Fairy Quecne, to dew her orbs vpon the 

oufoftifiS : ecoXpest^llherPe^^ rg^eene, . 

out ofthc.rwits.they would hauc no morediferetionM their gold coats/pottes you fee: 

roarevf.Il* I agg^uate rayvo.ee fo , thatIwil|hofe b? Rubies,Fak.c fauouis: 

douetiwill roareyou,,inthofcfreckles,liuethcitrauours, 

C>«i» Yofi ran I ^ '■’ga r . . la'uftgoefcekefomedcwdroppeshcre, 

^ipptt‘ farV ^ fiframm : fotPtrammi a^nd hang a pcarle in eaery couflippeseare. 

Iweetc fac traa^- aproper man asone fhallfce in a fora- Farewell thou Lobbe offpirltsillc begon. 
mersda^a molt louely gentlemanlike man ;therefore|)utQuc£ne,andaUherEluescomchcteanon. 

^ e e , ,, MThckingdothkeepchisRcuelsheretonight. 

-eo^Wcll;I will vndertake It. What beard were! bed Ifakeheede the Queene come not within his fight* 

, , ,„ For0^rr*» is pafiing fell and wrath! 

g«,,.WWwhatyouwJI. „w.,hatl[e,as!.er>..cnd»...ha.h 

JSot.lwd difchargc It, in either your ftraw colour beard, Alouely boy ftollcn.from an Indian king: 
yourOrangetawnicbearde,ypurpurplcingrainebcafd,Sheneuerhadfofwcetcachangcling, ■ 

^“‘licslous OAere« would haue the childc, 

^r«.Some of your french crownes haue no hairc at allj Knight of his ttaine, to trace the for refts wilde. 
and then you will play bare fac’t. But maiflers here are jButlhee,perforce.withboulds the loued boy, 
yourparts,andIam t9intrcatyou,requcftyou,anddewe Crowncshimwitbflowers.andmakcshimaUherloy. 

you ' R, And 
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A Midfommer nightes drcame. 

And noWjthcy ncuermeccein groue,orgreene ^^.WhatjIealousO^frfl^fFairyfljippchcncc. 

Byfountainccleare,orrpangledftar!ightfliecn4 ^ jjjuefoifwoniehisbedde.anclconipany, 
BiJtthcydoefquare.thatall their Eluesjforfcarf 

Creepe into acorne cupsjand hide them there. ’ Q«.ThcnImuftbcthy Lady: but! know 
Frf. Either I miftakcyourfhape^andmaking^quitf ; \v/ienthouhaftflollenawayfroniFairyIand, 
Orclsyouarcthatfhrewdeandknauiflafprite^ ’ i Andinthcihapcof Com/at all day. 

Call’d Robin gsodfetlow. Are not you hecj Playing on pipes of come, andverfing loue. 

That frights the maidens of the Villagcree, To amorous Phtllida.'WhY art thou here 

Nl/i m rvii I Irta nnAi rv> / 



1 nat ingnts tnemaiaensoithc Villagcrcc, Jo amoiousr wny artinouncrc 

Skim railkcjandlbmetimcslabour in tlie quernc fCoraefrp.in the fartheft ttcppe of India? 

Affdbootleflc make the brcathleflehufwifecherne, ^utthat/orfbothjthebounfingv^w^y^w, 

And fometimemakcthedrinketobcarcnobarme ‘ ^ourbulkindmiftrcflc, and your wariiourloue, 
Miffelead nightwanderersjlaughing at their harmc? To Thefens nnuft be wedded j and you come, 
Thofcjthat Hobgoblin call you ,andfwcete Puck, ‘Togiuetheirbedde,ioy andprolpcritie. 

You doe their worke, and they fliall hauegoodluck. [ How canft thou thuSjfotfliamejTyMa/^, 

Are n ot you hee.? jplauiice at my credit, with HiffoUta? 

Fff^.Thoufpcakeftaright ;T am ihatnieriy wandera|i“o'''ing,lfcnowthyloueto ‘1 heftm^ 

ieafl to 0^er<w,and make him (mile,. (thenijlr *'^® thoulead him through iheglimmeringnight, 

VhenT a far anH »roraP#r^e»M,whomhc rauiAedf 

^ndnlakehim,withfaice Eaglcs^breake bis faith 



lieafl ^ ^ 

When I a fat and beane-fedhotfebeguitej 

Neyghingjinltkenefleofa filly foie, ^ , c 

And fometime lurke I in a goffippes bole, Ariadne^ and Antio^ti? 

invery likenefleof a roftedetabbe, [ ^w.Thefearethe forgeries of iealcufie: 

And when (he drinkes^againfi her lips I bob, wndneuer, fince the middle Sommers fpting. 

And on her withered dewlop,poure the ale MMwiirtrtKiil in <i.t. 

The wiieft Aunt,tclling the faddeil tale. 



j atatvaviav 

^et we oh hill, in daIe,forreft,or meade^ 
py paued fountatne, or by ruihie brooke. 



4 lie wueit Aunt,tciling me laddelt tale, cr r louiuamc, or oy ruime orooKC, 

Sometime/or three footefloolc,mifiaketh meet K ‘'‘f ‘hebcached margentofthc Sea, 

Then flippe I from her bummc,downc topples flic, ^ ° our ringlets to the whiflling winde, 

Andtailourcryes,and fallesintoacoifc; E“''’''‘^^bybrawlcsthouhart difiurbdourfport. 

And then the whole Quire hould their hlppes,andlofff/S . *bc windes,pyping to vs in vaine. 

And waxen in their myrth,and neezcjand fwcarc '^“«"g?jhaucfuckt vp/rom the Sea, 

A merrier hower was ncuer wafted thcrc< |-'’ntagious togges : which, falling in the land. 

But roome Faety; here comes Obertm. P®bmg riuermadefo proude, 

M And here, my miftrefle. Would thathe ouetborne their Continents, 

Enter the King of Fairies^ at onedoeretWith n, 'berefore flrctcht his yoake in vainc> 

and the Queene,at another yvith hers, ®“Sbman loll his fweat,and the gteenecorac 

O^Jilnietbyraoonclighi,proud2)w»ft*, ^ ‘^??«Vtehisyoutbattamdcabc3tdt: 









fonimer nipitcs dreamed 

The fold (lands empty, in the drowned field. 

And crowcs arc fatted with the murrion flockc. 
The nine mens Morris is fild vp with mudde: 

And the queint Mazes, in the wanton greene, 
Forlacke of tread, arc vndiftinguifhable. 

The humane mortals want their win ter heerc. 
Nonight isnow withhyimneorcarrollblcft. 
Therefore the Mooncf the gouernefle of floods) 

- Paleinheranger,wa(hesallthcaire; 

That Rlieumatickc difcafes doe abound. 
Andjthorougli this difiemperature,wec fee 
The feafons alter ;hoary headed frofts 
Fall in the frefh lappe of the Crymfon rofc. 

And on old Hyems chinne and Icy crowne, 
AnodorousChaplctoffweeteSommerbuddes 
Is, as in mockery,fet.Thc Spring, the Sommer, 
The childing Autiimnc,angty Winter change 
Their wonted Liueries : and the mazed worlde. 

By their increafe,nbw knowes not which is whiefaj 
And this fame progeny of euils> 

Comes from our debate, from our diflention J 
We are their Parents andoriginall. 

Doe yo u amend it then J It lyes in you. 
Why fhould Titania crolTc her Obermf 
I doe but begge a little Changeling boy> 

To be my Henchman, 

. Set yoiir heart at refl. 

TheFaiery Landbuiesnoc thechiIdeofmee»^ 

His mother was a Votrefle of my order: 

And in the fpiced Indian ayer,by night. 

Full often hath fhb golIipt,by my fide. 

And fat. With me onJVeptHnes yellow fands 
Marking th ’embarked traders on the flood? 

When we hauc laught to fee the failes conceaue. 
And grow bigge bellied, with the wanton winde? 



iprnme r mgntes arcame. 



! which (he,with^rettic,and with fwimming gate, 

" ^tlowingfher wombcihen rich with my young fquirc) 

' ^ Would and faile vpon the land, 

:] fitch me trifles,and returnc againe, 

Lfrotn a voyage, rich with marchandife. 

But flie, being motta!l,of that boy did dye, 
i Mfothcrfake, docIrcMcvp^erboy.- . 

J And, for her fake, I will not part with him. 

i O^.How long, within this wood,entend you flay.? 
Petchaunce,till after Thefeut wedding day. 
Ifyou will patiently daunce in our Round, 
AndfeeourMoonelightRcucllcs.goe with vs: 
lfnot,(hunnc me, and I will fpare your haunts, 

O^.Giue mce that boy, and I will goc with thee. 
Qaff.Notfor thyFairy kingdome. Fairiesaway. 
,Wefhall chide downeright,tfI longer flay. Exeunt, 
^ 0^. Well: goe thy way.Thouflialt not from thisgroue^ 
"Till I torment thee, for thisiniury. 

My gentle come hither: thou remembreft. 

Since once I fat vpon a promontory , 

And heard a Mearemaide, on a Dolphins backe, 
r Vtteringfuch dulcet and hermonious breath, 

I’Thatthcrude fea greweciuillathetfbng, 

^ And cettaine flatresfhot madly from their Spheares, 

I Toheare the Sca-maids mufickc, 

; I remember* 

I O^.That very time,I faw(but thou could’fl not) 

^ Flying betweene the colde Moonc and the earth, 
all arm’d : a cercaine ainie he tooke 
t At afairc Veftall, throned by weft. 

And loof’d his loue fhaft fm artly ,f rom his bowe , 
Asitfhouldpcarce a hundred thoufand hearts: 
l^ut, I might fee young fiery fhaft 

wncht in the chart beames of the watry Moonc: 
|AndtlKimperiaUVotreflepafledon, ^ 
m c ' lu 





AMilommeni^ightesdreal^^ 

Inmaidenmeditation,fancyfree, r- , 

YctmarktI,wheretheboltofC»»-dffll. P^^w^Doe lennfcyoufDoc I Ipcalceyoufaire. 

Itfellvponaliiile wcHcrncflo’A'er; f^QjfjjlierdoelnotinpIflinelitrutne, 

Before, milkcv\bite;now purpicjwidiloueswound ^ l 

And maidens call it, Louc in idlenefTe, ’ ^;/;,Andcuen,fortbar,do Uoueyou,themor . 

Fetch mccthatflowrc : tbchcrbcl flicwcd thee once. I amyourSpaniell: iadfDemelrifts, 

Tbeicwceof itjon flecpinc eycllddeslaide, , j|,fniorcy0ubca£mce,lwillfawneonyou. 

Willmakcormancrwomanmadlydotcj yj'gmcbucasyourSpanielUfpurnemc, n emce, 

Vpon the next line creature tbat itlees. kMegle<ftinee,loofe me ; onely giue meleauc 

Fetch mee this heibe^and be thou liercagaine |(Vnwofthicas I am)tofollowyou. 

Ere the Leuiathitn can fwimme a league, pWbatvvotfef place can Ibegge,tn yourloue 

Tw.lle put a girdlc,roud about the eatthjin forty minimirAndyer, a place of high refpect with mcc) 



Oberon, Hailing once thisruicoj 
3Ic watch when fhe is a fleepe,. 

And droppe theliquer ofit,in her eyes: 

The next thing then flie,waking,lookcs vpon 
(Be it on Lyon,Beate,or Wolfe, or Bullj, 

On medling Monky,pronbufie Ape^ 

She fhall purfue it, with the foule ofLoue. 

And ere 1 take this ch arme, from of her fight 
^ As I can take it with another herbe) 
lie make her render vp her Page, to mce». 
Butjwho comes here? l am imrifible. 

And I will ouerheare their c onfetcnce. 

£»ur Demetrius, Wcl^nifollmittghitHt 
Deme. I loue thee nouthcreforc piitfuc me not,. 
Where is Z-yy^Wfr, and fairc Hermkt? 

The onellc liay: the other fiayeth me. 

Thou coldfl me, they were ftolne vnto this woods 
And hcrcam 1 , and wodde,within this wood; 
Becaule 1 cannot mccte my Hermia. 



FTfaentobevfedasyouTfcyoutdogge. 

I Dmt. Tempt not, too mucb,thc hatted of my ijunt. 
IForl am fick,when I do looke on thee, 
r BtU. And I am fick, whe n I lookc not on you. 

' "Deme. Youdoeimpeachyourmodeflie toomuchj 
. To leaue the citicjand commit your fclfe, 
llnto the hands of one that louesyou not^ 
fTotruftthcopportunitie ofnight, 

* . And the ill coonfcll of a d e fert place. 

With the rich worth of your virginitie, 

/fr/. Your vertue is my ptiuiledge : Forthat 
Elt isnotnight, whcnldoefceyourface. 

I Therefpie, 1 thinke, 1 am not in the night, 
j Not doth this Wood laPke worlds of c om patiy. " " 

tforyoii, in my rcfpcd5',arc all the world. 

^ Thco, how can it be faide,\ am alone, 

I When all the World is here, to lookc onmeef 
r 2)e»f.Ilcrunnc froituhce,andbidemein.thcbiakes, 
Andleauc thee to the mercy of wildc faeaftes. 



I Ience,getthe gon e,and follow mee no more. '''''^deft hath not fuch a heart as you. 

Het. You draw mcc,you hard hearted Adamants y®*' will : The ftory fhall be chauDP ’h 





But yen you draw not Iron. f?or my heart" | Wholds the chafe: 

k triu^asfl^eie^Lcaucyou yourpowcrtodraw^ . k the Griffon: the mildcHindc 
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■“TmajornineF nJptes^rcamc?'''^^^^ nTgfiitesTrcam^ 



Makes fpecde to catch the Tigre. Booteleffc fpeede 
When cowardi(epurfucs,andralour flies. ' ^ 

Demet, I will not flay thy queftions. Let me got: 
Orilthou followeineCjdonotbeleeue, ° 

But 1 Ihall doc thee inifchicfe,in the wood. 

Hel.li in thcTem.ple,in the towne,the ficlde 
You doe me niilchiefe. Fy Demetrius. * 

Your wrongsdoe fee a fcandallon my fex; 

W e cannot fight for loue , as men may doc: 

We Ihould be woo’d, and were notmadc to wooc. 
lie followtheeandmakeaheauenof hell. 

To dy vpon the hand I loue fo well* 

O^.Fare thee well Nymph, Erehedoleauethbgroi 
Thoulhalt flyhim,andhc fliall fccke thy loue* - 
Haft thou the flower there? Welcome wanderer. 

Enter Puckc, 

I, there it is. 

Ob^ 1 pray thee giue it mee. 

1 know a banke where the wilde time blowesj, 
Where OxIips, and the nodding Violetgrowes^ 
Quite ouercanopi’d with luflnous woodbine. 

With fweete mufkc roles, and with Eglantine: 
There fleepes Tytania, fometime of the night, 

Luld in thefe flowers^with daunces and delight: 
And there the fnake throweshcr enammeldfkiiine. 
Weed wide enough to wrappe a Fairy in. 

And, with the itjyceofthi?,Ile flreake hereyeSj 
And make her full of hatcfull phantafies. 

Take thonfomeofitjandfeekethroughthisgroue: 

Afwecte (^r^e;/».?»Lady is inloucj- 

With a difdainefull youth : annoint his eyes. 

But doc it, when the next thing he efpics. 

May be the Ladie.Thou fhalt know the man, 

By the ><f:^ir«Mwga-rnems he hath on* 

Effc<^it with loine care; that he may prooue 



Morefond on her, then Ihe vi^n her loue: 

^ a inoke thou mcete me ere the firft Cocke crowe. 
i * p Pj jjj not my Lord ; your feruant fliall do fo. Exemt 
Enter Ty tania Queene of Fames, with her traine, 

I Qute Come, nowa Roundell,and a Fairy fong: 

Then for the third part of a minute hence, 

Sometokillcankcrsinthemusk rofebuds, ^ 

i Some watte with Reremife, for their lethren wings, 
iTomake my fmallElues coates,andfornckccpct>acke 
[The clamorous Owle, that nightly hootes and wonders 
'iitourqueintfpirits .-Singroe now a fleepe: 

Then toyour offices, and let mee reft* 

* Fames fng^ 

You fpotted Snakes, with double tongue^ 

Thorny Hcdgehpggcsbe not fecnc. 

Newts and blind e wor me s do no wrongs 

Come not necre our Fairy Qucenc. 

melody, 

SinginourfwcctcLuliaby^ ^ 

Lulla^luIlajIullaby^lullaJulIaj lullaby^ 

Ncucr harmc^ nor fpcll, nor charme^ 

Come our loucly lady nigh. 

Sogoodnighr, with lullaby. 

1. WeauingSpiderscome not hccrcs 
Hence you long lcgdSpinners,hences 
Beetles blackc approach not necre s 

Wormc nor fnailc doe no offence. • 

withmelody>&c. 

Hence away snow all is wclh 

One aloofc,ftandCentincll. 

£«/^rOberon. 

% What thou feeft,when thou doefi W^kcj 
loe it for thy n ue loue take s 
-oue and languifh for his fake. 

^"CitOuncc^or Cattfc, or Bcarc- 

G3 





II 



III 



10 



20 



30 



40 



50 



60 



70 

Lllui 



80 



90 



100 




200 



210 



220 



230 



nil 



240 




250 



260 

illllll 



270 



280 






PardjOrBoarewithbriftledhaire, | mithhalfe that wifii,thewifhets eyes be preft, 

Inthycycthatfliallappeare, I fwfwPucke. 

When thou wak’ft, itis thy deare.* | , -rhmueh the forreft hauel gone.* 

Wake, when fomc Vile thing is neerc. ^ I none, 

rrn. ^ Lbofe eyes I might approuc ■ 

Ljff. Faire loue,you faintc, vvitii wandnng m the woo|. Ssflowers force in Itirring loue. 

And tofpeake troih I haue forgot our way. | .who is heere? 

Wcclercftvsi/em/rf,ifyouthinkeitgood, ‘J^„desof>^rfcwhe doth wearer 

And tarry for the comforofibe day, luisis hee (mymafterfaide; 

/7(?r.Bctit ioLyfmder: findcyououtabcddcj: [njfpifedtheyf/Ae«/V<»inaide: 

For I, vpontbisbanke,wilIrea my head. f Andherethe maiden, fleeping found, 

Ajy: One turfefliallfcrue,as pillow, for vs both, Lpthedanke anddirty ground. 

Oneheartionebeddc, twobofomcs,andonctrotli. |p„„yf6wlc,fheduraoot lye, 

//irr.Naygod Ay/Wer.-fbrmyfake,mydeere * ^ - • ’ • ' - 

Ly further off, yet ; doc not lye fo neerc. 

Lyf. O take thefenfc,fweote,ofniy innoceoec. 

Loue takesthen^eaningjin loucsconfetence, 

I tneanethat myheartvnto yours it knit; 



So that but one heart wee can make of it: 

Two bofomes interchained with an oathi 
So then two bolbme$,and a finglc troth. 

Thcn,by yourfide,no bed-roonie me deny: 

For lying fo, Hermia^'i doc notlyc. 

Her. Ly funder riddles very prettily. 

“Now much beftircwe my manncrs,aiid my pride, 
IfHeraia meant to fay, Lyfanderlyed. 

But gentle friend,for loue and curtefic, 

Ly further off, in humane modefiy; 

Such fcparation,as may well be faid 
Becomes a vertuous batchcler,and a maide. 

So farre be diftant , and good night fwcete friend: 
Thy loue ncre.altcrtillthy fwcete life end. 

JL/jf. Amcn,araen,to that fairepray er , fay I, 

And then end lifcjwhcn I end loyalty. 
Kccreismybedtfleepc giue thee ali bis reft, 



^Neefethislack-loucjthiskil-curtcftc. 

i Churlc , vpon thy cy es I thro we 

AH thepower this charmc doth owes 

When thou wak’ft,letloue forbiddc 
|Sleepejhis fcat,on thy eye liddc . • 
rSo4wakc,whenIamgon;- 
(“’FotlrauftnowtoO^erw* Exit* 

Demetrius and Helena rmningi 
I Kf/.Stay; though thou kill mec,fwcete DemelrimJ 
f Dt . ! charge thee hence,aad doe not haunt mcc thus 
I Bflj.OjWiltthoudarkliogleaueme.^docnotfo, 

[! Df,Stay,on thy petrll.* I alone will goCi 
■ Hd.0,1 am out of breat h, in this fond draft;, 
i The more my pray er,the Icffcr is my grace, 
i Happic j$ where foctc ftie lies: 
^Fot(hchathblcffed,and attradliuc eyes, ■ 
f Howcame her eyes fo brightPNot with falcteares* 

^ lffo,my eyes arc oftiicr wafht then hers. 

No,no : lam as vgly as a Bcarcs • 

I Fotbealles that meetc mec,tunne away, for feats, 

I ^*tefore,no maruaile, though Demetrm 
vVi amoaftcr, fly my prefenccjthus* 
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Whatwickcdanddiffemblinggla{Te,of mine 
Madcmeconipa:rc.wich//>rw/4/ ipheryevcn/ 

But, who is hetcf£.yyrf«der, on the ground/ 

DcadjOr a flcepc? I fee no blood, no wound 
you liuc, good fir awake, 
ij^TAndrunne through firc,IwiIIforthyrweetcfal 
Tranfparcnt HeleKa, nature Ihe wcs arce, 

That through thy bofomc, makes me fee thy heart. 
Where is Dtmetrm? Oh how fit a word 
Is that vile name, to petifli on my fwordc/ 

Hel. Do not fay CofLyfandery fay not fo. 

What though beloueyour «erwM?Lord,whatthou<>lil 
Yct/ferw/rfftill loucsyou : then be content. ® 

Lyf. Content with Hermtat'^io : 1 doe repent 
The tedious minutes, I with her haue fpent. 

Not Hermiityhut Helena. 1 )oue« 

Who will not change a Rauen for a done.? 

The will of man is by his realbn fward: 

And rcafon faiesyou are the worthier maide. 

Things growing arc not ripe, vntill their feafon: 

So I, being young, till now ripe not toreafon. 

And touching now,che point ofhumane skill, 

Reafon becomes the Marlhall to my will. 

And leads mee to your eyes; where I oreleokc 
Loues ftorieSjWritten inlouesricheft booke. 
iTe/. Wherefore was I to this kecne mockery borne? 
WheD,atyourhands,didldeferue this fcorne.? 

Iff not enough, iff notenough, young man, 
Thatldid ncuer,nonorncuercan, 

Deferuc a fwectelookcfrom Dewrfmjeye, 

Butyou muff flout my infufficiency? 

Good troth you doe nice wrong(goodfoothyoudoej 
Infuch difdainfull manner, mcc to wooe< 

But, fareyou well ; perforce, I muff confeffe, 

1! thoughtyou Lord of more true gcntlencfie. 



circainef” 

n tliJtaLadic.ofonemanrefuf’d. _ . 

Should ofahoihfr,thercforc be abuf’d.' . 

ivf She fees not flerwM . fferww, flcepc thou there, 
An/neuermaift thou come Lyfa»4eracete, 

Lasafurretofthcfwcctcttthings 

Thedeepeft loathing, to the flomackebnngcsr 
Or astbeherefiesjihat mcndoe lcaue, 

Are hated mofi of thofc they did decciuc: 

Sothou,my futfet^and my herefic, 
Ofallbeehated;butthcmoft,o mcc; 

And all mv powers addreffc your louc and might, 

Tohonou?W«,and CO be her knight. ■ Exit. 

Her.Helpe mee Ljfander,Mpe tnce : do thy belt 
Topluckthis crawling ferpent/rom my breli, 

AyU.for pittic. What a dtearnc was here? 
irfWrrlooke.how I doe quake with leate. 

Me thoughr,S ferpent eate my heart away, 

Andyou late fniiling at his crutll 
iv/<i«</erwhat,rcmou’d? Lyfandcr^oiAt 

What, out of hearing, gon? No fcund,no word? 

Alacke where are you? Spcafce,- and if you hcare; 

Speakfjof all loucs. 1 fwounc almoft with fcate. 

No, then I well perceiue.you are not ny; 

Eitherdeath,otyou,llefinde immediately. 

SntertheClofones. 

Son* Are wee all met? . . • 

%/«.Pac,pat : and heres amaruailes conuenient place, 
for our tehcarfall. This grccne plot fball be our ffagc.this 
bauthoine brake our tyring heufe, and wee win doe i 
aftion^as wee will doe it before the Duke* 

Tott.Teeter Quf»ce? 
i^w.Whatfaieft thou,bully,5««o*w? 
s:..Th.r»tc.hingsin.hi. Comedy ““ 

’■i.fc.h.tv.MncuerpIcafe, Firft, ^ 

afworde, to kUihirafclfc j wWchihe Ladici cannot ab^ 








Alvlidfommerhi^teT dre tifghtes dreamt 









i t-' 



How anfwere you that? 

iJ»<w/.Bcriakin,3 parlous feare. ' L 

^ Star.l belecuc^w muft Icaue the killiie, ouf.whfn J 
IS done. I 

5o//.Not a whit : I haue a deuife to make all wJ 

me a Prologue, and let the Prologue fecine to fay^evi^ 
do no harme , with our fwords , and that T/rmus\m 
kildindeede : sod for the more better aflurar>cc,tel thtur 
that 1 am not Pp-amas, but Boitcm the wcaue 

this will put them out of fcarc^ 

^w.Wcli; wee will haue fuch a Prolcgue,and it llialll 
wntccnin eight and fix. ^ 

_ Bat, 'No ;make- it two-more ; let it be' writtenia ciA 
cigb$. - ^ 

Willnot the fadies be afeard ofthcLyo'n? 

Star, I fcare ir^ I promife you, 

S(?r, Maftcrs, you ought to confider with your fclfe; 
bring in fGod (hieldc vs) a Lyon among Ladies, i 
a moft dreadful! thing. For there is not a more fcarcit 
vvildc foulc then your Lyon lining ; & wc ought to loo! 
toorc^ 

Sf7o> Thcrforc, another Prologue mufl tel^hc is notalift 

andhalfchisfal^ 

niiiu befeene throngh thcLionsnecke, and he bimfcl 
muitfpeakc througfr^raying thu?, or to the famedefe 
Lagicsjorfaire Ladirs^l would w'ifh you^- or I would 
qnefl you^or I w^old intreatyou^not to fea reboot to treblf 
my life for yours. Ifyoii thinkc l come hither as a Lyon,i 
Wcrc pittieofmyiife.fsJo;! amnofuch thing .•lamaiw 
as other men arc;& there indecd^lethta name his nanJ( 
and tell tncrnplainelyhe is i’^a^^^^^thcloyner^ 

^ cJhit fhal! befo ; but there is two h^rdthioj^ 

tns? isy to bring the Moonc-light into a chamber iforyoi 
^n'owj T^jnsfTiffs ^nd Thtfby meete by Moone-ligbt, 

[^u77jDoth the Moonc {hine^tbatnighr^vve playourPi? 






^Calender, a Calenderdookelnthe Almanack:finde 
t Moonc.ftinc,finde out Moone-lhinc. 

° doth Ihine that night. 

^ Whythen,mayyouleaue acafementofthe great 
chamber window('where we phy)open; and the Moone 
ffljvfiiinciiiatthecafenient. _ ^ tl 

JuiM 1 : orchjone rauft come m,with a bufli oftborns, 

& jlatcrnjsnd fay he comes to disfigure, otto prefent the 
pcrfon of Moonc-flitne.Then,thcre is anoihcnhing ;wc 
Lft bauc a wal in the great chaber: for Tpamtts Sc 7htj^ 

K i fjies theftory) did talkc through the chiiike ofa wall* 
j^.Youcanneucr bring in a wal.WhatfayyouSs/rm? 
j'f.’some man or other muft prefent wall : and let him 
hauefome pIaftcr,or fom lome,or fomerotigh caft,about 
him, to fignifie wall ; or let him holdehis fingers thustand 
through that crany , fhall Ppmtft and ThifyvihiC- 

^'^w.Ifthatmay be, then all is welkCome, fitdowne e- 
uery mothers fonne, and rehetfe your parts. Pyramas, you 
beginne ; when you haue fpoken yonr fpeceb, enter into 
thatBrakc, andfoeueryone according to his cue, 

Robin , 

Ho.Whathempenhomcfpuanes haue we fwaggting here, 
Soiieere the Cradle oftheFairy Que^nc? 

What, a play toward f lie be^ari Auditor, 

AnAl&orto pcrhappcs,lf I fcecaufe, 

^/w.Speake Vyramm : TA^/Jyftandrorth^ 

V)Ya^ Th'ifby the flowers ofodious fauotirs fwcete^ 
Q^m.Odouxs^odoious^ 

P)\ Odours fauours iwcete,, 

Sohathiby brea:h^ my dcareft Thi[by deare^ ^ 

Butharke^a voice : flay thoubut heefc awhile, 
Andbyandbyl willtothecappcare. Exit. 

A ftranger playedhecre^ 

Muft Ifpcakcnow? . 

Dz ^ 



40 



50 




A^fflS'fommermghtcs dreamed 

I marry muftyou.Foryou muft vnderfladjheojj 
but to fee anoy fcjthat he heard, and is to comeagaine 
T6j'f, Moft radiant /’y>-<**»w,inolHillie white ofhewt 
Ofcolourliketberedrofejon triumphant bryer, ' 

MolVbtisky IuuenalJ,andecke mofUouciy lewc, 

Astrucastruerthorfe, thatyet would neuertyre, 

11c mectc thee PyramtisjiX. Ninnien touinbe. 

Qutn. Ntnm toambe,man. Why fyou muft not fpcalt 
That yet, That you anfwere ro Pyrsmm.Yon fpeake 

Alyourpart atonce,cues,and,ail.A;r<s»ww,entcr;yourci4-,„frfo? 

I ' y/,4.ipraythcCigentlcmortalI,fingagame, 



i||,eTliroftlc>*hisnotefo^^^^^^ 

flowry bed? 

ii.TbeFynch,tbeSpairowc,and the Latke, 

i ThtplainfongCuckoWgray; 

Whole note, full many a man doth marke, 

Anddarcf notanlwcre^nayt u’* j » 

pi indeedc,wbo would fet his wit to fo foohfli a birdcf 
Who v^ouldgiuea bird the ly,ihoughhee cry Guckow, 



ispaft.- Itis;neucrtire. ^ 

Tbyf.O, as true as trueft horf«r^|^atyct would neueityti Mmeeate is^much Siamoured of thy note: 
Ifl were i^ttyTh'ffby^ wert onely thine. Soismine eye enthralled to thy fhape, 

2«/»,Omonttrous/Oftrangc/Wcarehauntcd.Pray ^ 'i-r- 

fters.-fly maftersihelpe. 

Rob. He follow you : He leadeyou about a Round, 



^nii' 



Sometime a horfclle be, fometirae abound, 

A bogge,a bcadeleflc Beare,lbmetimc a fier. 

And neigh,andbarke,and grunt, androre,andburne, 
Like horfe, hound, hogge,beare,firc, at euery turne. £t«f, 
2c/f.Why doe they runiie away? Thisisa knauetyol 
them to make inec afeard. Snowie. 

Sn. O Bottom yi\iou artchaung’d.What dolfeeoi tW 
J?ii'/,Whatdocyoufce? You fee an AlTc hcadofyoui 
ovvne-Do you? 

£«/e»-Qiiince. 

^ttin, BlelTethce!^ijr/ow,bleffcihee.ThGu arttraflateA 
Bot.l fee theit knauery.ThisistomakcanaflcofnieejM 
fright me, il they couldsbut I wil not ftirre from this pla«i 
do vhat they can , I will walke vp and downc hcerc,andl 
vvsll Hrig that they fhall heard am not afraidc* 

' pe W uolellcockjfo blacke ofhewe. 

With Orange tavvny bill, 

•t „ Thf 



^oisniinc cyc t ^ . 

Andthy fairc vertues force(petforce)doth moouerace, 
OnthefirfiYicwctofay,tofwearc,lloucthcc. 

thinks m iftrefle, you Ihould hauc little reafon 



Through bogge, through bulh, through brake, thtougl f^ftbat. And yet, to fay thetruth, tcafon and louc keepe 

c L -.r- ...L . . (btyce yt company togethcr,now a daies.The more the pitty, 

thatfome honeft neighbours will not make them trrends, 

Naylcanglcekc.vponoccafion. _ 

Tyw, Thou art as wife,as thou art beautitull. 
htu Not fo neithc t : but if I had wit enough to get oue 
ofthis wood, 1 hauc enough to Icruc mine owe turne. 

Tpa Out ofthis wood, doe not defire to goc: 

Thou lhaltre mainc here, whether thou wilt or no>. 
lamafpiritjofnocpuiinon rates 
The Sommer, ftill 3 doth tendvpon my ftatc, 

Andidocloue thee .* therefore goe with mce« 

Be glue thee Fairies to attend on thee: 

And they ftiall fetch rhcc Ic wcls^from the deepe^ 

And fing, while thou, on preffed flowcrs>doftflccpC2 
And 1 will purge thy raortall groflenefle fo. 

That thou (halt, like an ayery fpirit, goe* , 

%^lc4lojfeme,Cobml^^Moth, and 

LnurfonreVAiryes^ 
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~A Midfommernightes uiciuiic. 

T.^-ntinafome enforced chaftitie.’ 

\Tw my loners tongue, bring him filently. fxit. 

Enter' lO»£of¥imcSyaftdKoh\a g*odfcllow* 
Qj^ jyvooder ifT/r<tw<<beavvakt; 

Then what it wp, that next came ‘O 



F4«V/Vr.Readic:and I, and I, andl. Where flaall wcbm 
7ita. Bckindc and curtcous to this gmtleman ® 
Hop in hij walk es, and gambole m his eyes. 

Feed e him with Apricocks, and Dewberries, 

With purple Grapes, grecne figges, and Mulberries, 
Thehonybagges ftealefrom the humble Bees, ^ 
And for night tapers,ctoppe their waxen thiglics, 

And light them at the fiery Glowe-woxmes eyes., 

T o haue my loue to bedde, and to arife. 

And pluck the wings, from painted Buitetflies, 

To fanne the Moone-beames from his flecpjng eyes, 
Nod to him Elues, and doe him curtefies, 

I, Fai. Haile mortall,hailc. 

I. Fat. Halle. 

3 .F<«/. Haile. 

Bot. I cry your worfhips mercy, hartily : I befeechyoiii 
worfliippesname. 

Cob. Cobjvebbc. 

Bot. I lhall defire you of more acquaintance,good mj. 
fter Cobweb: ii I cut my finger, I lhall make boldcvviili 
you. Your name honcll gentleman? 

Tea. Peafe-bloffome. ^ 

Bot. I pray you commend mee ro mifirelTc Scjutfi, you 
mother,andtomaftcr F<?<ayci>^il,yourfatbcr. Good mate 
Teafe-bloffbme, 1 lhall defire you of mote acquaiiusncf, 
to. Your name I befccchyou fir? 

JlFfifi, JlFufiardfeede. 

Bot. GoodmidX&iMxJlardfeedeyl know your paiienct 
well. That famccowardly,gyantlike,Ox-beefe bath te 
uourdmany a gentleman of your hoiife. I protnileyoiij 
yourkkidredhatbmade myeyeswater,crcnow. Idcte 
you mcieacquaintancc,good Muftardfeede . 

. Tit.i, Come waite vpon him ; leadc him to iny bowtt' 
The Moonc, mcthi!ikcs,Iookcs widi a wacryeyct 
And when Ihee vveepes, weepcs eucry little flower, 



i Which (he muft dote on, in ^trcamitie. 

! Here comes my mcflengcr. How now,mad fpint. 

What ni^htriile now about this haunted gtouc? 

pHck^y naiftreffe with a monficrisin loue, 

Ncerc to her clofc and confecrated bower. 

While Ihcwasin her dull, and fleepinghower,. 

Xhatwotkeforbreadjvpon Atheman ftalles,- 
Wetemet together to lehearfca pJay,- 
Intendcdforgreat Thefeus nuptiallday: _ 

The Iballowcfl thickskinne,ofthat bairaiiw Ibrr, 

Who Vjrmm prefented, in their fporr, 

Fotfooke liis Scene, and entred in a brake, 

VVhen 1 did him at thisaduantage takes- 
AnWIes nole 1 fixed onhishead.*- 
Anoahis Thilbie mufl be artfwcrod, 

Andforthmy Minnickcomcs,When they him Ipy^ ■ 
Aswildegeefc, that the crcepingFoulereye, 

Ortuffetpated chougbes, many in fort 
(Ry(ing,and cawing,at the gunnes report^ 

Seuer thcmfelues,aad madly fweepe the skys 
So, at his fight,3way his fcllowes fly,- 
Andatourflampc,hcreorc and ore , 0 ftC fallcst 
Hemutthercryes, and helpe from Athens cals. 

Their fenfe, thus weake, loft with their fcarcs,thusftrong> 
Made fenfeleffc thingsbegin to doe them wrong, 
foi, briers and thornes, at their apparell,fnatcb: 

Some fleeues, lome hats; from yeclders,ali 
I led them on,in this diflradicd feaie, 
Andleftfweetc?rr<»a»«» tranflatedthercs 

^ ^ Wheti 




“ B! Miuiuiiiiiici; mgaines dreamed 



fe'l 



Mil. |, 



;; .“! 



<i,pr 

When in ihat moment (fo it came to paffe ) 

7ytafiia wak^t, and draight way lou-d an Afle, 

Ob^ This falle? out better, then I could deuife 
But haft thou yet latcht th e Athenians eyes. 

With the loue iuicc^asl did bid thee doe? 

Rob. T tookehim fleepiqg'tbatis fioiflitto) 

And tlic K^thentan woman, by his fide; 

That when hr wak’t.of force fhc muft be ey’d. 

Enter Demetrius rf»</ Hermiaj 
Ob. Stand clofe;thisis the fame Athenian. 

Rob. This is the woman:but not this the man, 

Demet.O, Why rebuke youhini, that louesyoufo? 
Lay breath lb bittcr,onyour hitter foe. 

Her. Now I but chide ; but 1 Ihoold vfc thee worfc. 
For rhou( I feare) haft giuen me caule tocurfe. 

If thou haft flaine Lyfander^m his fleepe; (k 

orcfbooesinbloodsplungc in thcdccpc,& kilim 
The Sunne was not fo true vnto the day, 

As hce to mce, Would hee haueftollcn away^ 
Frowflecping^^emM?Ilcbelccuc,as foone. 

This whole earth may bebbr’d^andthattheMoonC 
May through the Center creepe, and fo difplcafc 
Her brothers noonctide,with ^'Antitedet. 

It cannot be, but thou haft murdredhitn. 

So ftioulda murtherer lookejlodcadjlbgrimmei 
^Dem. So fljould the murthcred lookr,and fo £houIdf| 
Pearft through the heart, with your ft erne cruelty. 
Yet you, themurthcrcr,Iooke as bright^ as clcere. 

As yonder in her glimmering fpheare. 

Whatsthis to my Ljfanderi Where is hce? 

Ah good DemetrifUj wilt thou giue him mec? 

Deme. I had rather giue his carcafte to my hounds, 
■Her. Oui dog, out curre i thou driu’ft me paft the bounds 
Gfmaidciis patience. Haft thou flaine him then? 
Henceforth be newer numbred among men. 



I i" 

II 



0 ones tell criiertcll true, eudh for my fake: '* 

Durfl thou haiielookt vpon him, being awake.? 

jiiidbadthou kild him,flceping? O braue tutch.* 
Couldnotaworme,an Adderdo fo much? 

^nAddcr did it i For with doubler tongue 
Then thync (thou ferpentj ncilcr Adder flung. 

2)eme. You fpeiidc yourpaflion,on a milprif’d moodt 

1 am not guilty ofLyf^Werr blood c: 

Norishe, deade/or ought that I can tell. 

i??r, I pray thee, tell mec then, that he is well. 

Df, And if I could, what fliould I get therefore? 

Hfr. A pt(uilcdge,neuerto fee mec more; 

And from thy hated prefcncc part I : lee me no more; 
Whether he be dead or no. E.vit. 

Deme. There is no following herin this fierce vainc. 
Heerethcrefore,for awhile,! wiilremaine. 
Sofottowesheauineffc doth heauiergrowe, 

Foi debt that bankrout flip pe doth forrow owe: 

WhiclHJow in fome flight meafurc it will pay; • 

Iffoihistender here I make Ibme flay; Lydottne^ 

O^.What haft thou donefThouhaft miftaken quite, 
Aiidlaidtheloueiuice onfometrue loucs fight. 

Of chymifprifion, muft perforce enfue 
Sometruelouetiirnd, andnotafalfctu^ndtrue. 

l?«^AThcnfate orcrulcs,that one ihaji holding troth, 

A million fade, confounding oath on oaih-. 

Ob. About (.he woodigoe fwifter then the windcj 
And Helena of Athens looke thou findc. 

All fancy ficke Ihe is and pale of chcere,. 

Wthfighes ofloue, that cofts the frcfli bloo4 dcare, 
“yfcitieiliufion fee thou bring her here: 
llechartnc his eyes, againft file doe appear^, 
^«^w,Igoe,lgoe,Iookchow{goe, , “ 

wifterthen arrowj frorii-the bovve . 

0^, Flower ol this purple dy; 
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A Midroinraer nightes Sommer nigStesH^ie; 

' j ^^yjp^»f/r<«/louesher:3odhelouesnotyou, 



Hit with archery, 

Sinkc iaappleo'^hisc 3 fe. 

When his louc he doth cfpy. 

Let her fhine as gloriouCy 
As the of the sky. 

When thou wak’il, iffhe be by, 
Beggeofhcr,for remedy. 

EmerPuch 

Captaiiie ofour Fairy band, 
//e/wrtis heerc at hande, 

A nd the youth, miftooke by mcc,. 
Pleading for a loucrs fee. 

Shall wee their fond pageantlec? 
Lordjwhat fooles thefe mortals bee/ 
Stand afide.Thc noy fe,they make,. 
Will caufe to a wake# 

Pu. Then will two, at once,wooc one; 
That muff nccdcs be Iport alone. 

And th ofe things do beft pleafe mce^ 
That befall prcpoft’roufly. 

^»/crLyfander, 4»dHeIena, 



O Helen f goddeffe, nymph, perfed diuine, ‘ 
' To what, my louc, fliall I compare thine eync/ 
i Ciiridall ismuddy.O, ho w ripe, in fliowe, 

I ,Tliylippes,thofcki(Iing chcrries,temptfng growc/ 
Ilijtpurc coniealed white, high Tunrta fnow', 
pjndvvith the Eaftcrne winde,turncs to a cfbwe, 
['When thou hold ft vp thy hand, O, let me kiffe 
TliijPrmcefTeofpnrc wnite,this feale ofblifle. 
jJfl.O fpigfat/O hell! I fee, y otfall are bent 
Tofetagainft mec, foryour merriment, 

Ifyou were ciuill, and knew cutte (ic. 

You would not doc mee thus much iniury. 

Canyou not laate mee, as 1 knowyou doc, 

Butyou muft ioyne, in foulcs, to mocke mee tof 
Ifyou were men, as men you are in Ihowe, 

'You would not vfe a gentle Lady fo; 

|To7dwc, an d fwcare, and fuperpraife my parts, 
Iwhcnlamfure ,you hate mcc with your hearts, 
Youboth are Riua!s,and louc Hermiax 
fe Andaowboth Riualles, to mock He/ewrf. 



L7/, Why Ihouldyou think,thatl fhould wooclnfcoj}"®^^^^^^ 

Scoroe, andderifion,ncucrcomein teares. nz-nr.,.. ........ , 

Looke wdicn I vow, 1 weepe : and vowe,s lb borne, 
lo their nafiuicie all truth appeares. 

How can thefe things,inm.ce,fecraefcorne to you? 



Bearing the badge offaith to prooue them true, p.;,' r . V.~ ' \ t, 

Tfc/,Youdpeadnanceyourcunning,more,3ndmo45;X,,?!,5T!i-'^^^^^^^ 



When trueth killes truth, 6 diuclilh holy fray 
Ti eft vowes are Hermias, Will you glue her ore? 
Weigh oatb,withoath,andy6uwillnothingvvaigh 
.Youtyo.vc3i:c hcr,andmeefputintwo ftalcs) 



Toconiure teares vp,in a poorc mSides eyes. 

With your dcrifion NonCjofnoblc fort, 
Wouldfoofiend a virgme,andcxtort 
A poore foules patience, all to make you fport. 

You arevnkindc, Dewcfr/w: be not fo* 



Jltf/Norr, 



•If "i-md both^as light as tales. 

■ j lgemeht,whehtohcrIj 
, .n my mindc,uow you glUcjicr otft 



Ar/: 3badr;: i, !gbmeht,whentoh« 

:.-ji r^^^^wu dhcr^all that loue IS gone. 






And hcare, with all good will, with all tny heart, 
Tyeddeyou vp my pare: 
l^dyours ckHcUnA^ to mee bequeath: 

Worn I doe louc, and will do till my deaths 
W?/.Ncucr did mockers waftc more idle breai 
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^IvlWiommei' mgntes 

Myheaittohcr,but as guefHvifc, foioumd 
And now to HeUn yis it home rcturnd^ 

There to remained 
. Lyf^ Helen ^ it is not fo. * , 

* Z)^>»?if .Difparagenotthefaith3 thou dofl: not know* 

Leaft to ihy pcrill^ thou aby it deafe. 

Looke w;here thy lone comes : yonder is thy deare* 

. £«/-er Hermia. 

if^^.Darkej'iigh^thatfrom cheeye, his funftiontafe; l'^^i|hmorecmingb 
The care more quic'ke of apprehenfionniakes^ ^ 5»^Virraldrv: 



Wherein it doth impairc the feeing fenfe, 

It payes the hearing double recompence. 

Thou art notjby myne eye, Lyjknder^fomi: 
Mineeare^Uiianke it^brought iT\e to thy found. 

But vvhy^vnkindlyjdidd thou leaue mce fo? 

Ljf. \AT^y fliould hcftay,whomIoue dothpreflctog( 
//ifr.Whac loue could pre (Te Lyfander^ from my fide? 
Lyf Ly fenders loue(th at would not let him bide} 
Faire Helena • who more engilds the night 
Then all yon fiery oes, and eyesoflighr. 

Why feck’fl thou mefCould not this make thecknow^ 
The hate I bare rhec, made race leaue thee fo? 

Tfer, Youlpcakenotasyou thinkc: It cannot beCi 
Hel. Lo ; fhe is one ofthisconfederncy. 

Now I perceiuc^they haue conioynd all three, 
Tofaffiion thisfalfe fporr, in fpight of mec* 
Iniimcus//<??7»/<^3 moft vngratcfull maidc, 

Haue you confpir’d,haue you with thefc contriu’d , 
To baite mec.with thisfoule derifion?. 

Is all the counfell that wc two haue fliaf d> 

The fin ers vc*wes,the bowers that wc haue fpent, 
When we hau*? chid the fiaftie footed cime^ 

" i^vs; O Jsallfbrgot? • 

Ml h nv oidal ’s hi'mdfliippe, childhood innoccscc. 

¥ like t wo artifkiaUgods, 






^itb our needles., createtl both one flowery 

nononcTai 

^sforhSlour (ides, voj^.cesitnd mind cs 

fibinmcorporatc.SowecgteWetogcthcr, 

Like to a double cherry, fceming parted; 

RiitvetanVnioninpartiiion, 

?XelyberriesmouldedoiToneflemmc: 
iihtWofecmiogbodic5,( 

Tvvoofthcfirft life coats m heraldry, 

KLbuttoone,andcrownedwithonecrcaft. 

*nd willyourent our auncicm louc afunder, 

4!lrynevt'ithmen,mfcop^^ 

‘ltisnotfrieudly,iisnotiT>aidc%^^ 

ktfeXjaswcUasI/ may cbtde youforit; 

Thouohl alone docfele the iniuty. i 

am amazed at your words: < 

I fcorneyou not.lcfeemesthat you icornc mce, 

He/,HaueyounotfetL7y^<^e>'iasinlcornej 

' To follow nice, and prailc my eyes andfacc. 

;'Andmadcyourothcrlope,X>ewc^«w . 

f Who euen but now did fpurne mce with his looted 

'TocaUmecgoddc(rc,oymph,diaine,andrare^^^ . 

PretiousccleftiallfVVhcrcforefpeakcshethis, ^ 

To her he hates? And whcrforc doth 

Denyyourlouef'fo rich within his loulcj 

And tender mce(fotfbothJaffc£l'on., 
Butbyyourfettingon^byyourconlent? 

What, though ,l,be not lo in grace as you,, , • - 

SohungvpoH with loue,fotortunate? 

(Butraifciable moll’, to loue vnlcu dh 

This you (Ibould pittie,rathcr then dcipilCf ^ 

Tffr.I vndcrliand not jWhaty ou meane uy ■ 

HeU doe. Perfeuer, countetfait fad looses. 

Make momhesvpoomee,s^enlturi^oiy bacw 






Winke each at other, (lolde the fweeete ieaft yp 
Thii /port well carried, lhall bee chronicled. 

If you haue any pitty,grace,or mannei's, 

. Youwould notmakemecfuchanargument. 

But fare ye well; tis partly my owae fault; 

Which d'eath/or abfcnce foonc fliall remedy. 

Ljf, St3yjgentlc!H>/e»4 ; heare my excufe. 

My loue^my life, my foule, fair© 

He/. O excellent.' 

Herra, S wcete, doe not fcorne her Ip. 

2>ew,lf flie cannot entreaty 1 can compcli^ 
^y/TThoucanft compel! no more, then /he intreat. 
Thy th reatshaue no more ftrength then her weak? praife, 
He/e»,l Joue thee, by my life I doe; 

I fweare by that which I will loofc for thee; ' 

To proouchim falfe,that /aicslloucthce not. 

I>em. I fay,T loue thee more then he can do. 

Ljf, If th ou fay lb, withdraw©, and prooue it. to. 
2>ew.'Quick come, 

Her.£<yy3iWer,whereto tends allthis? 

Z-y/i Away, you 

No, no ; heelc 

Sceme to brcakeloofe ; take on as you Would follow^ 
But yet comtjnp't' You are a tame man,gp. 

Lj/f. H ang of thou cat, thou bur Vvilc thing let loofej 
Or i will lhake thee from nice, like a ferpent. 

Hfr.Why are you grownefo rude? What change isthitj 
Sweeteloue? . , 

Lyf. Thy loi!e?Outtawny ’tartay, out: 

Out loathed medcine ;o hated potion hence. 

H;r. Doe you not ieaft? 

H?/, Yei fooi.h ; and lb doe you. 

T'/ willkeepe my yvord.with the©. , 

! Would 1 had your bond. For I pcrceiue, 

A ’ veakc bond holds you. lie not truH your w'iJfd. . 

llV 



r fWhai'’lhouldlhurther,ftnkc her, kill hetdead? 

.fLab i hate her, lie not harme her fo. , _ 

* Twhat? Canyou do me greater harme/hen hate.? 
Huemee, whereforefO me , whatncwcs,my louc? 

Am notl Atenot youLyfaM 

V.m «faire now, asl was ere while. , 

Since niebtwoulou’d mee; yet fmcc night, you left mce» 
Wbythcn,youleftmee (6 the gods forbid) 
Ineatneftjllialllfay? 

irfi .bymylife: 

Andneuer diddefite to feethee more. 

Thefoiebeoutof hope, of qucfiion,of doubts 
Becertainc ; nothing truer : ti$ no iealt, 

Thatldoehaiethce,andloueirf/r»rfi • 

H#nO nace, you iugglcr, you canker bloffome,. 

Youtheefe ofloue : what,hane you come by night,. 

I And'aolnemyloueshcart,,ftomhira? - 

I Hr/- Fine, 1 faith. m - 

^ Haueyou no modefty, no maiden ihame, 

■ Notouchofbafhfulaeffe? Whatjwillyoutcare. 

Impatient anfweresjfrom my gedt^etonguc^ 

Fy,fy, you counterfait, you puppctjyou, 

Hfr. Puppet? Why fo? 1 , that way goes the game^. 

Now! perceiue that Ihe hath made compare,* 

Betweenc our (Matures, fhe hath vrg’d her height^, 

And with h er peifonagc, her tall pctfoiaagc, ^ 

Hetheighcffotlboth^lhc hath prcuaild with him. 

Andareyou gtowne fohigh in his efteeme, 

Bccaufe I am fo dwarfifh and fo loyve? 

Howlowc am 1 ,thou painted May-pole?Sp©akcs 
How lowe am 1 ? 1 am not yet fo lowe. 

But that iny hailes can reach vnto thine eyes., , . 

Hr/. Iptay you, though you mocke niejgcnt.?nisisjr 

let her not hurt me. I was ncucr curlls 
ihaucnogifc atallinfhrcwifhncffej/ , 
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lamarightmaid/ormy cQwatdize:, i 
Let hernot ftrike mec.You pcrhaps.may *in|^e 
Becaule flie is fomething lower then ni v felfe* ' ’ 
That lean match her, ^ ^ 

/T(fr.Lowfer?harkcagaine. ’ y, 

. Hel. Good HermmAo not be fo bitter with inetj 
I euermorcdidIoueyonfl;?r/w/4, 

Did cuerkeepe your counfels,neucrwrongd you: 
Sane that in loac,vntoDe<w«rwj, ' 

I touid him ofyour ftealch vnto this wood. 

He followed you ; for loue, I iollo wed him. 

' But he hathchid itie hcncc,andthreatned mec 
To ftrike mce,fpurncmcc;naytokill race to, . ' 

And no w,fo you will let me quiet goe. 

To Athens will;! beare my folly backe^ ‘ 

Andfollow you no further. Let me goe. 
Youfeehowfimplc.andhowfondl am, 
Afem.Why? get you gon. Who iff that hinders you? 

J®?/. Afoolifhbeartjthatlleaudhcre behind. 

Her^N\iVi,yiy^Lyfmier^ ' 

HeL^ith Demetrius. 

iyyTBe notafraid:fhc fhall notharmeihce Helena, 
DJ »»(?, No ftp: |he fhall n ot, though you ta^ her part, 
Hel. O, v0hcn4hcisaiigry,fheiskeencaadlhrevvd, 
She wasayixen,whenthe vyj^opepfeho^^^ 

And thoughfhe be but Jittle, file is fierce. 

//ey. Little againef Nothing hut low and little.? 

Why willyou fuffer her to floute methus? 

Let mecoinetohcf. • 

c - gon, you dwarfe; 

Yc ;of hindring knot grafte^madcj 

yotu>ead,y;-.uacorne, 

\ ( L e too officious, 

^hef bcVi u.v,rnat fccrnesyourferuiccs'. 

Let her aIone;fpcake not of 
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reamc. 

Takenotherpart . For ifthou doftintend ; ' 

fJeuetfolittlcfhewcoflouc tpher, 

Thouflialtabyit, 

ir/,Nowfheholdesmenot; 

{^ovvfolldw, if th o u d ar’ft,to t ry whofc righ t, 

Ofthineor minc,is moft in wlesta. 

Verne. Follow,? Naytllc go with thee, checke by iowici 
Hfr. You, miftrefle,all this coylc islong ofyou. 

Nayrgoenotbackc, 

Hf/.I will not truft you,T, 

Not longer ftay in yourciirft company. 

Your handfjthan mine, are quickcrfor afray: 
jjjyleggcs arc longer tbough,co runne away. 

Hfr, I am amaz’d, and know not what to fay. Exeunt, 
OK Tbisis thy negligence; ftill thou miftak’tt, 
Ordfecoinmitftthy knauerics wilfully. 

Pwi^Beleeuc mcc,king offhadowes, fmiftookc. 

Did not you tell raec,l Ihoud know the man. 

By the Athenian garments, he had on.? . 
And/ofarreblamelcfTe proouesmyenterprife, 

Thatlhaue nointed an CAthtn/ans eyes; 

And fo farre am I gl ad, itfo did forcj 
Asthis their iangling I efteeme a fport- 
0^, Thou fc eft, thcfclouersfcckc a place to fights 
Hy therefore ouercaft the night. 

The (larry welkin coucr thou anon. 

With drooping fogge asblackc as Acheron^ 

Andlcad thefc really Riuals.fo aftray. 

As one come not with in anotbets w ay. 

Liketo fometime frame thy tongues 

Then flirre vp, with bitter wrong; < 

Andfoitietimcrailc thou like Demetritu'. 

Andfromeachothcr,lookcthouleadtfacmthv ; 

|Tillotethcirbrowes,death-co»ntcrfaiting,flfCp**' 
i With leaden legs, and Batty wings doth creepe; 
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Then crufh this hearbe into Ly[n*id,eYt eye; 

Whofe liquor hath this vcrtiious properev', 

To take from thence all errout,with his might. 

And make his eyebalsroule with wonted hght. 
When they next wake, all this derifion 
Shallfeemc a drcame,and fruitelcflc vifion, 

And backc to y^thettf ihall the loners wend, 

With leagucjwhofc date, till death fhall ncucrend* 
Whiles I, in this afFaire,doe thee imploy, 
lie to my Quecne and beg hcr/«d/<««boy.* 

And then I will her cltarmed eye releafe 
From monflers vie\ve,and all thingsfhall be peace, 

Puckj My Faiery Lord,this muft be done with hafle, 
For nights fvvift Dragons cut the cloudsfullfaft. 
And yc nder fliines Auroras h atbi nget: 

At whole approachjGholls , wandringhcre and thertj 
Troope homctoChurchyardstdamncdfpihtsaUi 
That in crofTc waics and floods hauc buriall. 
Already to their wormy beds are gone; 

For feare leaft day fliould looke their fliames vpOB; 
They wilfully themfelues exile from light. 

And mufl for aye con fort with black browed night| 
Ol>er. But we are Ipirits of another fort, 

I , with the ni ornings louc, h aue oft made fport. 
And like a forrefter , the groues may tread 
Euen till the Eaflcrne gate all fiery red. 

Opening DU with faircblcflcd beames, 

Turnes,intoycllowgoldc,hisraltgreeneftrcaaies, 
But tocwiflanding,ii3ftc,make no delay: 

W e nuy efiPctSl this bufinefle, yet ere day.' 

Pft.\ p 3{ dovvn,vp & down,l will lead iht... - 
i ami card in field & town;(7e^/w,lead them Yp 
He re cc jaes one. Enttr Lyfandcr, 



r.flwillbe wi h thee ftraight. 

Follow me then to plamer ground. 
Enter Demetrius. 



p,^^L;/Wer,fpeakeagaine. 

Thou runaway, thou coward, art thou lied? 

Speakein fomc bufh. Where doeflthou hide thy head? 

MThou coward art thou bragging,to the ftarres, 
Ttllinethebuftiesthat thoulooklHorwarrcs, 

And A not come? Come recreant, come thou childe, 
lie whippe thee with aroddc.Hc is defil’d, 

Thatdtawes a fword on thee. 

Pf,Yea,art thou there? - - 

Jp.Follow my voice: weelc try no manhood here, ExcHtt 
Ljf He goes before me, and ftiU dates me on: 
Whenlcomc whcrchecalles,thenhcisgon.^ 

Thevillaineis much lighter heel’d then t; 

hollowed faft ; but farter he did fly; 

That fallen am I in darke vneauen way, 

Andhcrc will rcftme.Comcthougetitleday, 

Fotifbut once, thou ftie we me thy gray light, , 

Definde P^/wwr/xa, and reuenge this fpight. 

Robin, 4«dDemetrius. 

Udii. Ho,ho,ho:Coward,why comfl thou not? 

D<«;. Abide m c,if thou d afft.For well I wot, . ’I 

Thou runft before me CjfhiftiBg cucry place. 

And dat’d not fland, nor looke me in the face# 

Where art thou now? 

Come hithejt.’ lam here . 

®f, Nay then thou mockft mc»Thouflaatbuy this tk&r, 

JvpTdo»n;iwill'«d1i'em 

Enter Helena. 



4vj;/:\'Yhercartthou,proudI?m^/r;»j^^^^ KrAfOm . 

Kep, HcrcvilIaine,drawnc&rcady.Whcreartthoi^| * '^cary night, 01 ong and tedious ni^ht, 
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Abate cliyhourc5^minccomforts,from the cafi* 
Thaj^I maybacketo daylight^ 

From tV eic that my poore company deccH: 

And flcepe,thatfomecimesiliutsvp lorrowcs eye, 
Suealemcc a while from mineownc companic. sim 
RdkYct but threePCome one morc^ 

Two ofbothkindcs makes vp fower, 

Heare flree comc5,currt and iadde. 
is a knauifh iaddc, 

Thusco niakepoorcfemalcs madde^ 

. Her. Neucr fo weary ,ncuerfo in woe, 
i0Bedabbled with the dcaw^and cornc with brierss 
J can no further crawle, no further goe: 

Mv Icggcs can kcepe no pafe with my dcGrcs, 

Here will I fcrt mec,cill the breakc otday: 

H' auens filicide if they mcanc afray# 

Roif. On the ground, flcei>e found: 
lie apply yourcye, gentle louer, remedy. 

When thou wak'it, thou cak'ft 

True delight, m the fight, of thy former ladicscycs 

And the country prouerb“ knownc. 

That euery man fliould take hi*» owne. 

In your waking fhall be (howxn^ 

Jdcke fhall haue lill : nought fliall goe ill: 

The man fhall haue his rn are again, & all fhallhc weit 
Enter Queeneof Faicfics^4»iiCV^»'«^,WFaieriesi^ 
tbehtnghehivdeibeifij^ 

^ 7/m. Come fitthecdowncvponihisflowry bed, 
While 1 thy amiable cheekes doccoy> 

And flick musk roles in thy fleekefmoothhcad,^ 

And kifl'c thy faire large cares,my gcntlcioy# 

VVlic rc*s Pe^fe-blojfhmc? 

Ready, 

C/ojp, Scratch mv hcadc,PCi^-^45^«^^*Wbcr^^^®^* 
Ready, 



^vircnumriieT nigiitcsare^e^ 

do Monnficur C^W,goodMounrieur,gctyou your 
mns in your band, and kill me a red hipt Humble Bee, 
k coppe of a ihiftle ; and good Mouniieur, bring mcc 
TLivKgge, Doc not fret your lelte too much, in the 
iLn, Mounficur ; and good Mounfiturhaue a care, the 
f ‘ u’ PC breakc not, 1 wold be loath to haue you oust- 
flowen & a honibag fg>fiar. Where’s Mounfieut 
'udfttde?^ ^ ^ 

me your neafe, Mounfieur Mnfiar^feedfS>ny 
you, I’caue your cottfic,good Mounfieur, 
y«/,what’»yourw.ll? ^ ^ • 

Ch Nothing good Mounfieur , but to helpcCaualery 
CoiwMe, tofciltcb, I mulho the Barbers , Mounfieur. 
Forme thinkes I am maruailcs hairy about the facc,Andl 
araliichatcndei Aifc, ifmy hairedoebut ticklcince,! 
niuftfcracch. 

TiM. What, wile thou hearefome mu fique, my Iwccte 

lour? c r T 

Clo, Ihauc areafonablc good ^arcin muuquc,, Lct5> 

bauc the tongs, and the boncs^ 

tyta.Or, (ay fwectclouc,whatthoudcfireft to catC, 
Cltf.Ttutlyapeckeofptouandcr.rcouldmoimch your 

good ’dry Oates.Me thinkes,! haue a great defire to a bot. 
tlcofhay. Good bay,fwcctc hayhatb nofcllow, (hoord, 
7^1 1 haue a venturous Fairy, that fhall letke the Squirila 
Aodfetchthcenewenuts^ rj i r • 

Ck lhad rather hauca handfull^ortwoofdryed pcalc^ 

But,i pray you. let none of your people fliric me: I haue an 
txpofition ot fleepe come vpon mee^ 

7}m. Slccpc chou, andl w ill windc thee in my armes^ 
Fticricsbc gon, and be alwaics away. 

So doth ihc woodbine, the fwee te Honifucklc^ 

Gently cmwiflnhe female luy fo 
^tilings the barky fingers of the Elraei 
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dreame. 



0 how IIouc thccj how I dote on thee/ I fjQ.;vcS!ne thefcthings topalTcf 

£«re?- Robin goodfellow. I eyes doe loath his vifage now/ 

Ob. Welcomegood 'Rf^w.Sceft thou this fweetelightf W Silence a while. take off this head; 

Her dotage nowl doc beginne to pictie. ‘ n i-.j 

For meeting her oflate, behindc the wood. 

Seeking fwcctc fauours for this hatcfull foole, 

1 didvpbraid her, and fallout with her. 

For Ihe his hairy temples then hadroundedj 
With coronet offrefh and fragrant flowers. 

And that fame deawe which fometime on the buddes, 

Was wont to fwcll, like round and orient pearlcsj 



Stood now within the pretty flouricts eyes. 

Like tearcs,that did theirowne difgrace be wailc. 
Whcnl had, at my pleafure,taunted her, 

A nd flic, in milde tc armcs,begd my pat ience, 

I then did aske of her , her changchng childe; 
Which ftraight flic gauc mce,and her Fairy font 
To beare him, to my bower, in Fairic land. 

And new 1 haue th e boy, I will vndoc 
Tlaisbatefijll imperfc6iioa of her eyes. 

And, gentle F#c/^,'takc this transformed fcalpe. 
From ofihcheadc ofthis ./4//.>e*<4»fwaincj 
That hee,awaking when the other do. 

May all to Athens backe againe repaire, 
Andthinkeno morcofthisnightsaccidcius, 

But as the fearce vexation of a dreame. 

But firft I will releafe the Fairy Qjaecne. 

Be,as thou waft wont to bee: 

See, as thou waft wont to fee. 

Dwnr budde, or flower. 

Hath fuch force,and bleflcdpowcr^ 
Now,my Tit Mia, ^ wake you ,ray fwcctc Queene, 
Tita. My O^ero»,what vifions haue 1 fecne.' 
Methoughtlwasenamourdofan aITc, 
O^.Therc lycsyour louc. 






id 



call, and Itnke moredead 
Then common fleepe ; of all the fe, fine the fenfe. 
j.,' Mufickjhowc mufickrfuch ascharmcthfleepe.f'peepc. 
Now, when thou wak’ft, with thine ownfools eyes 
OJ.SoiInd Mulick:come,my queeD,takehandsvsUh me. 
And rockc the ground whereon thefc fleepers be. 

Not, thou and 1 are new in amitie. 

And will to morrow midnight, folcmncly - 
Pauncf,iii Duke ThefestshouCc triumphantly, 

Andblefl'e itto all fairc profperitie. 

There lhall the pairesoffaitbfulllouersbe 
Wedded, with 7i&e/e«i»,all in iollitie* 

U, Fairy King,attcnd, and market 
Idohearethe morning Larke. 
oi.Then my Qnccne,in filence fad, 

Trippe we after nights fliadc: 

WcjtheGlobCjCancompaffc foone, 

Swifterthen the wandring Moone. 

T/r4,Comc my Lord,and in our flight, 

Tcllmehow it came this night. 

That Iflceping here was found. 

With thefe mortals on the ground* Exeunt. 

£«ferTheleus4»?4( aU his traine. P'Vtttde hornet 

ih(,Goe one of you,finde ourthc forrefter: 
fornowoarobleruation is performde, 

Andfince we haue the vaward ofthe day. 

My loue lhall hcare the muficke of my hounds, 

VncouplCjin the wefterne vallic,let them goes 
J^ifpatchl fay, and findc the forrefter. 

Wee will/aitc Quecn‘?,vp to the mounta|nes topped 
Andmarkc the mulicaUconfulion . ' 

Of hounds and Echo in coniuaiftion^ 

- uipietl 






Hip. I was with nercftles and Cadmus, once , 

When in a wood of Cr«/ethey bayed the Bcare, 

With hounds of Sparta : neucr did 1 heare 
Such gallant chiding. Forbefides the groues. 

The skycs,the fountainesjcuery region nearc' 

Secmc all one mutuall cry, I neucr heard 
So muficall a difeord, fuchfweete thunder. 

T’hefMy hounds are bred out of the Spartam kindes 
flew’d, fo fanded .• and their heads ate hung 
VVith eareSjthatfwccpeaway the morning deawf, 
Crookc kneed, and dcawlapt,likc 7'hejfa'ia» BuU; 
Slowe in purfuit; but matchtin mouth like bcls. 

Each vnder each* Aery more tunable 
Was neuerhollowdio,nor cheerd withhornc. 

In Crest 9, in Sparta, not in Theffaly. 
ludge when you heare. But fofr, What nymphes arc theft! 

Egeus,Msj Lordjthis my daughter heere a fleepe. 
And this Lyfauder, this Demetrius is, 

This Helena, old Medars Helena, 

I wonder of their being here together, 

T^^.No doubtjtheyrofcvp earcly,toobferuc 
The right of May : and hearing our intent. 

Came hcerc,m grace of our folcmnitic. 

But fpealtc, Egeus, isnot this the day. 

That Hermta flhould giuc anfwer ol herchoyce? 
Bgem. It is, my Lord, (boW 

7‘hefe, Gof, bid the huntfinen wakc' them with theii 
Shoute rvithin '..they aS/fart vp,lEinde harnes. 
The . Good morrow, friends. Saint tlentineup^^' 
Begin thefe wood birds but to couple,now? 

Eyf, Pardon , my Lord, 

I pray you all, (land vp, 

Iknow>y ot! two arc Riuall enemies. 

How comes this gentle concord in the worldc^ 

That hatred is lo farre from iealoufie, .jj 



ill^UCWy 

, „^uvhate,andfearcnoenmitic, 

^°^!jLLord,IlBalreplyatnazcdly, 
n^Scpc,haifcwaking.B^^^^^ 

he ponfrom ^hbewtwhcrc we might 
'^Tut the pwill of the v*^e»/4«lawe, 

* f law the lavVjVponhis head. ^ 

r eHe/e«Zin fancy followingmee. 
p,..^,vqood Lord,l wote notby what power 
(Butbytome poweritisjmyloue, 

T. ir.vH.rzf Smelted as the Inowe; 



LMnmycMdchoodeldiaaotevpon! 

Andallthefaithjthe vertue of my heart. 

The obic<a and the pleafurc ofmine eye, 

Is onely He/e««.To hcrjniy Lord, 

Wasibetrothed, erel fccJTerwM: 

But, like afickne{rc,didlloath thiifoodc. 

But,asinhealth,comc to my naturall taltc, 

Nowl doc wifb it,loue it, long tor it. 

And willforeuermotcbctruetoit. 

rAe.Faire Iouers,you are fortunately met, 

Of this dU'coutfcjWe more wiH h«e anon. Egettsl 
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I will oucrbcare your will: " " ' '" ’■" 

For in the Temple, by and by, with vs, 

Thefe couples flbail eternally be knit. 

And, for the morning now is fomthing worne 

Our purpof’d hunting Qiall be fee afide. * 

Away , with vs,co ^thufis.Thtec and three, 

Weel e hdde a feaft,in great folemnitie. Come 

Dime, Thefe things leeme fmall and YndiflineuiL' 

Like farre off mountaines turned into clouds. 

//er.Me thinks I fee thefe things, with pattedeye. 

Wneneucry thing feemcs double, 

Hel. So mee thinfces; 

And r hkue fonnd Demetrius iUkt a Icwell, 

Mine owne,and not mine ow'iic. 

Arc you hire 

That wc arc awakeflt feemes to me, 

Th atyetwcfleepe,wc dream e. Do not you thinke, 

The Duke was here, and bid vs follow him? 

Her. Yea, and my father* 

Hel. And Hyp^glits. 

, Paramour, fora fweete voice* . j 

^em. W hy then, we are awakedets follow him, and S fijjr You mufi fay, Paragon, A Paramour w i God 

the way lets recount our dreames. Inn-. *..l: 

C/o. When my cue comcs,call mee, and I will aDfw« 

, Mynextis,moftf3irc 'Fj'ramia,}ieyho,‘Peeur 
F/ffte^thc bcllowes mender.?5»c»r the tinker? Stamliii 
Gods mylifc/Stolne hencc,and left meea fleepe?lliai 



of man, to fay; what dreamc it was,Man is but an Aflt, 
hee goc about expound this dreame. Me thought 1 



is notablcto tafle, his tongueioconceme,nor hii 
report, what my dreame was, I will get Pe^ 
Oufuee to writca Ballet of this dreame : it flialibe 
Dreame-, becaufc it hath no bottomc : and 
illHinaic iathc latter end of aPlay,beforc the Duke, 

pjaduentutc, tomakeitthemoregratious, 1 fliall fing 

lathei death, 

Tnter Quince, Flute, anitherMle, ^ 

{uin. Haue you fent to Bottems houfc? Ishc come 

cannot be. heard of. Out ofd oubt he is tranf- 

if hee come not, then the Play is mard , It goes 

not forward. Doth it? • n ^ 

Q»m. It is n,ot polTiblc. You haue not a man, in all 

W.aWeto dilcharge P;r4JW«r,buthe. 

Thjl No, hee bath fimplythc beawit of any haody- 

mftman,iny^r^e«r- . . • — 

Yea, and the beft perfonto, and hee is a very 

I 



Uefle vs)a thing of nought, 

EnterSa'ig,the Tojfyier* _ 

■ Matters, the D uke is co mining from the Tcm- 
.*.yiut..5coinenencc,anci lert meealleepefjna|.i ^ Lords and Ladies more 

had amoftrarevifion. Ihauehada dreame, paflthei^ p j ^ad gon forward, wee had all 

or man. to fay: what dreame it was.Man is but anAlTcJ l j 



btenc made men, , „ 

...... 5^c<iu^.,utcApouna tnis areame, Me tnougnt i ww y- ^ q Setteme. Thus hath hee loft 

So ‘"'rTTn penceaday, during his iifcrhcc couldenot haue fcaped 
tnoughtlhad. But mams bur oarchtafoole. Ifbeep r,.. r\..ira bo* ainpn himux 



Z I Vu T n ^ J P'nceaday, during his lifcrhcc couldenot haue icapea 

thought! had. But mams but pacchtafoole, Ifbee# j Andthe Duke had not giuen himfix 

otter to fay, wdiat mee thought I had. The eye offfll a day, for playing T^jramus , He be hanged* 

hath notheard, thc.carcof man bath not fecne, wouidtjau^ deferued it.Sixpcnceaday,mF;'>'^'»*r/, 
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"™Tl BoaioniMo niguEcsTirc*n5-..,.,_---^j(iiaiomffleriMgnt«OTsaffle; 

rtonw ! thePottspcnneturats them to (liapes, 
Ili«stoayetyoothmg,alocaU habitation, 

And a name. Such trickcs hath flrongimaginauon. 



or nothing. 

Bottom. 

Boi, Where are thefe ladit? Where are thefc harts? 

Q^h, "Botrom, 6 moii couragious day/0 mi 
houre/ 

5(7//-, Matters,! am to difeourfe wonders: but ask 
not what. For if I tell you, T amnottruc,4r/&r»k».u 
tcllyoueuery thing right as it fell out. ' ' 

Let vsheare,rwectejB^«m. 

Bo:> Not a word of mee, All that 1 will tell youjs ([• 
the Duke hath dined. Getyour apparrell together go- 
firings to your bcardcs, new ribands to yourpumpil 
meete'prefcntly at the palace, euery manlookcorehispsi 
For, the ihorc and the long is, our play is pref'erd , In 



cafe let Tl'i/^yhaue cleane linnenrand letnot TA<r.HcrecometbelouetSjfullofioyandrairth 



plates the Lyon, pate hisnailes: for they fliall hang 



for the Lyonsclawcs. Andinoftdeare Atttors, eatenoO Ofloue accompany your beirtt. 



nions, norgarlicke;forwe aieto vtterfwcete breath: 



I do not doubt but to hear t!iemfay,it isafwceteComcil; kordej yourbedde. 

Nn mnr<* rrr\ L 



No more wordes-^Away^go away- 

EnterT\\Ql\:usy Hy ppolka, WPhilofirate. 

Tisftrange,my thefc Icuersrpcateof 

The. More flraungc then true, I neuer may belccuc 
Thefe antique fables^nor thefc Fairy coyes^ 
Louers^and mad menhauefuchfeethingbraincs^ 
Such fhaping phantafies,that apprehend more, 

Then coolereafon euer comprehnids^Thclunatici:, 
The louer^and the Poet are ofimagination all compaA 
One fees more diuels^thcn vafl hell can holder 
That is the mad nian^ The louer^all asfrantict> 

Sees Hetem beauty in a brow of 
The Poets eye, in a fiiie frenzy, rolling^doth glance 
From heauen to eauh/rom earth to bcauen. And ^ 
-imagination bodies forth the form esof things 



fh7ifit would but apprehend lome ioV, 

Itcomprchendsfome bringci of that toyi 
Otinthenight,imaginingloniefeare, 

How eafic is a bufit luppoi’d a Bcarc ? 

m, Buc^all the flory of the night told oucr. 

And all their minds transfigur’d lb together. 

Mote witnefleth than fancies images, 

Andgrowesto fomething ofgreat conftancy: 

But l)owfoeuer, ttrangc and admirable. 

Efiter Loiters ;Xy fahder ,Demetrius,Hertaia a»i 
Helena. 



loy, gentle friends, ioy and ffelh dales 



, i;/.More then toys, waite in your royallwalkcs, your 



(hauej, 

Tir.Comenow!whatmaskes, what daunces fliall wee 
Towearcaway this long age of three hours,betweenc 
Or afterfupper.&bed-time/ Where isourvfuall manages 
OfmitthfWh at Re uels arc in h and?Is there no play, 

Tocafe the anguilh of a torturing \\o'ftcx?QiMPhilofirattl 
fkileftrate.HexcnnghtyThefetis^ 
tk.Sayjwhat abridgementhaue youforthis euetungf 
What maske,what muficke.? how fliall we beguile 

TheIa7.ytyme,ifnoc with fome delight? ^ 

Hilofl^ There is a btiefe,how many fports are ripe. 

Make choycc,ofwhich your Highneffe will fee fitft, 
sV.The battell with the centauresto be fung, 

By an Athenian Eunuchc, to the Harpe? 

Weele none of thar,That haue I tolde my louc, . 
bglory of ray kinfman Hercules j, 
ryot of the tipfie Btuhatf«ls, ■■ 

G3 




7ea- 






A f^idlSinmernightes 

TeMi-g,thcTfc.r««(i„g=r,in.hri,rage? ' ‘ 1 

That is an olde deuilc ; and it was plaid. 

When I from Thehs came I aft a conquerer. 



i-l\ 



ii'; ' 

I !'"1 t 



The thrife three Mufes, mourning for the death 
Oflcarning^latcdcccaftjiii bcggery? 

That is fomc54Wff keenc and criticall. 

Not forting with a nuptiall ceremony, 

A tedious briefe Scene ofyoung‘P^r4i»«/ 

And his loue thifhj-, very tragicall mirth ? 
Mcrry,andtragicall?Tedious,and briefe? Thatis hot Ife, 
And wodrous ftrange fnow.Hoyv fhall we find thec5coid 
Of this difcord? 

Phikfi^ A Play there is,my Lord, fome ten words long 
Which is as briefe,as I haue knowne a play ; 

But, by ten words, my Lord it is too long; 

Which makcsit tedious* For in all the Play, 

There is not one word apt, one player fitted* 

And tragicall, my noble Lord,it is. For PyramuSy 
Therein, doth killhimfelfc. Which when J faw 
Reheatft,! mull confefle, made mine eyes water: 

But more merry tearestbepaffionofloud laughter 
Neuer fhed* 

7he\ty What are they,that doe play it.^ 

Phil. Hard handed mcn,that worke \xiAthent here. 
Which ncuctlabour’d in their minds till now: 

And now haue toyled ihcirvnbreathed memories, 
With this fame Play,againft your nuptiall, 
7^/&f.Andwecwillhearcit. 

^hi. No,myaoblcLord,itisnotforyou. Ihaiiehewd 
Itouer,anditis nothing, nothing intbcworldj 
Vnlefleyou caniSnde fport in their entents, 
Extreamely ftretcht,and cond with cruellpainc, 

To do you feruice. 

T^ff.Iwillhearethatplay.Forncucrany thing 

C*n be amiffe,when fimplcneflc and ducty lenderit* 



piiy. I loue not to fee wre tchedncfTc orechargedj 
And ducty, in his feruice, perilhing. 
rkWhy, gentle fwcctc, y ou lliall fee no fuch thing* 
ffip,He fayes, they can doe nothing in this kinde. 
rk. The ldndcrvve,togiucthem thanks, for nothing. 
Our fport fhall be, to take what they miftake. 

And what poore duty cannot doe, noble rclpc<5l 
Takes it in might, not merit, 
Wherelhauecome,.greatClerkeshauc purpofed 
Togrectc me, with premeditated welcomes; 

Wherel haue fccnc them fhiuerand looke pale. 

Make periods in the midft offcntences. 

Throttle their pra(ftiz’d accentin theirfbares, 
Andinconclufion dumbly haue broke off. 

Not paying mec a welcome. T ruft me, fvvecte, 
Outof'thisfilenGC,yet, 1 pickt a welcome; 
Andinthemodcfty.of fcarcfulldiiry, 
head as much, as from the rattlipg.longue 
Of faucy and audacious eloquence , 

Loue, therefore,and tong -tide fimplicity. 

In leaftjfpeakemoftjto my capacity. 
thilofi. So pleafe your Grac c, the Prologue is addreil« 
D«;^ Let him approach. 

Enter" the ProloguSt 

Pw.Ifwee ofFcnd,it is with our good will, 
fhat you Ihould thinke, wc come not to oflfend, 

Butwith good will. To ftiewourfimple skill, 
thatisthetruebeginningofourend. 

Confidcrthen,we come but in dcfplght. 

doe not come,as minding to content you, 

Our true intent is . a1 I for your delight, 

Wee ate not here* That you ftiquld her e repent you, 
™6Aftorsarc at hand : and,by theirlhowe, 
ToulhaUknowalljthatyouarelikcto knowce 






This fellow doth not (land vpon points. 

L^f, He hath rid his Prologue, like a rough Coke :hee 
knowcs not the ftoppe, A good moral f my Lord. It is not 
enough to fpcake ; but to Ipcaketrue, 

Indeed he hath plaid on this Prologue, like achild 
on a Recorder, a found; but not in gouernemcnt. 

His fpeach was like a tangled Chainc; nothing im. 
paircd,but all difordered. Who is next? 

£«reyPyramus, <*»^(Thisby,4«d WalI,d»dMoon{. 
fliine,(«dLyon. 

Prff/< 7 ^«<f*Gcntlcs,pcrchanceyou wonder at thisfliow 
But,wonder on,till truthe make all things plaine. 

This manis P^r 4 »Wjifyouwouldkno'we; 

This beautious Lady Thf^y is certainc. 

This man, with lymear»droughcaft,dothprefent 
Walljthat vile wall, which did thefc louersfunder; 
And through wals chinke, poote foules,thcy are content 
To whifper. At the which , let no man wonder. 

This raan,with lanterne, doggc,andbulh ofthornc, 
Preiinteth moone-ftiine-Fot if you will know, 

By moone-fliine didthefe louersthinke no fcornc 
To meete at A/i»wtombe, there, thereto wooc,- 
This grizly beaft(which Lyon hight by name) 

The truftyT^^|J/,commingfirft by night, 
Didlcarrcaway,orratherdid affright: 

And as fhe fled,her mantle fhe did fall: 

Which Lyon vile with bloody mouth didflaine. 

Anon comes Pjrra^tu,{vi€Gtc youth, and tall. 

And findes his trufty Thif^jes mantle flaine: 

Whereat, with bladc,with bloody blamefull blade, 

He braucly broach t his boyling bloody breaft. 

And Thf/fyi tarying in Mulberry fbade. 

His dagger dre we, and dyed. For all the reft. 

Let Lyon, Jifoone-Jhme^all, and loue rs t wai ne. 

At large difcourfc,while here they doe remaine, 



1 wondcr,if th c Lyon be to fpeake. 

P#(wer.No wonder, my Lord. One Lyon may, when 

fjjsny Afles doc. ^ 

' Exit Lyon,Thysby,4;?dMooncfhinc, 
mS. In thisfamc enterludc it doth befall, 
TftatI,oneF/4/efbyname) prefenta wall: 

And fuch a wall, as I would haue you thinke 

That had in it a cranied hole or ebinke: 

Through which the louers,^r4w«>,and Thishy^ 

Did whifper often, very fccretly, 

Thislome, this roughcaft,and this ftonc doth fliowe, 

Thatl am that fame wall ; the truth is fo. 

And this the cranie is, righ t and finiftcr. 

Through which thefearefulllouers are to whifper. 

7i&f. Wouldyou defirelime and hairc to fpeake better? 
‘Deme. It is the wittieft partition, that cuerl heard dif- 
courfe, my Lord. 

Thc.Tyramas drawes ncare the wall:filence. 
fj. C grim looki nighr,o nighr,with huefo blacke, 

0 night, which euer art;, whe n day is not: 

0 nightjO night, alacke, alacke, alacke, 

Ifeare ray TT&i/^/^/promife isforgot. 

And thou 6 wall, 6 fweet e, 6 loucly wall, 
Thatftahdftbetweeneberfatbers ground and mine. 

Thou wall, 6 wall, O fwcete and loucly wall, 

Showe mec thy chinke, to blink through,with mine cyne, 
Thankes curteous wall./swcfhield thee well,for this. 

But what fee I ? No 7%/)^ doe I fee, 

0 wicked wall, through whorac I fee no blifle, 

Curft be thy ftoncs, for thus deceiuing mec, 

T/&C, The wall mee thinkes, being fcnfible,fliouldcurfe 
againe. 

?^.No,in truth Sir,he fliould natSDeceiaingmte is 

7S<]??«cue;flicis toentcrnow,andI amtofpy - 

Her through the wall. You fliall fee it will faU- 
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Pat as I told you iyondcr flic conics^ SktertU 

T^#yiO wall,fullofTenhaflihouhcard mymones 
For parting my faire and mce. ^ 

My cherry lips haue often kifl thy ftoncsj 
Thy ftoncsjwkhlimcandhayirekhithovvagainc, 
P/ra.I fee a voice : now will I to the chinke. 

To fpy and I can hcarc my Thijbjesfzct^rhf^y} 
thif. My loue thou art, my louc I thinke. 

P/. Thinke what thou wilr,T am thy loners Graccr 
Andyhke Litnapfder , am Itrufly flill, 
yai/t Andl,like He/e>tjU]l the fates mekill, 

V)^ra. Not Shufalus^to pwr«r, was fb true. 
’^l^ijtAs.ShafalusX.o vroc; usy\ Koyon. 

Vyr^ O kiffc nice, through the hole of this vlldc wall* 
T:hif, Ikifle the waUcsholcjnotyoutlipsatall; ■ 
vyr. W sit thou, at t©mbc,me cte me firaightwy! 

T^/,TidcIifc,.tydc death, I come without delay. 
Wdl, Thus haue I , w«//, my part difeharged foj 
And, being done, thus wall away dothgoe, 
X>»4>Nowis theMoon vfediictwccn thctwonelglibois 
Deme. No remcdy,my Lord^wlsen wals arefo wlfuli,to 
ncare without warning. 

Dutch^l hisisthefiUiefl fluffe,that euerlhcard, 
I)»%.Thcbcft, inthiskinde^ arebut fhadowessd 
the worflareno worfcjifimagination aincndthem. 
Dutch, 1 1 inuft be your imaginatioh,then;& not theirs. 
Du^e, If tve irnagiiic no worfc ofthem,then they of the- 
feluesjthcy may paffe for excellent men. Here come two 
noble beafts, in a man and a Lyon. 

Enter Lyon, axd M oone-fliinc, 
Lyoa.Yon Ladies,you/' whole gentle heattsdo fcare 
The fniallefl monftrous moufe,that creepeson floorej 
May now,perchance,both quake and tremble here, 
When Lyon rough, in wildefl rage, doth roare. 

Then know that I, as5»»^ theloyner am 



Mid lommcr nigh teJ'd f came, 

A Lyon feH, nor clfe no Lyons damme, 

Por V I ihould^as Lyon, come in flrife. 

Into this place, ’t were pitty. on my life, 

Pukt^ very gentle beaft, and ofa good confcjcnce. 
Peme. The very beft at a beafl,my Lordjthat ere I law.’ 
l^f. This Lyon is a very fox,for his valour. 

■ True ; and a goofe for his diferetion, 

D(f,Not fo my Lord.For his valour cannot carry hisdifi 
tretion rand tbefoxcarricsthcgoofe, 

Pu^ His diferetion, I am fure,cannot carry his valoiir. 
For the goofe carries not the fox. It is well .*leaue it to his 
difcretion,and let vs liflen to the Moone. 
//tftfWf.Thislanthornc doth the horned moone prc/ent, 
Pmt»He fliould haue wornc the hornes,on his head. 
Pxi^ He i^ nocrefcenr,and his homes are inuifible,withf 
Lithe circumference. 

.Waos^jThisIanthornc doth the horned moone prclent, 
My felfe,thc man ith Moohe,doe feeme to be, 

P#^e.This is thegreateft errourofallthe refl;thenjan 
Ihould be put into the lanthorne.How is it clfe the man ith 
Moone? 

Pf/wf, ATe dares not come therc/or the candle. For, 
you fee, it is already in fnuffe, (change, 

2)»tfh,I am aweary of this Moone, Wouldhcc woulde 
Jt appearcs,by hrs fmall light of diferetion , that 
hee is in the wane: but yet in curtcfic, in ailteafon,wee 
muft flay the time, 
ij'jSv.Proceede, Moone* 

Mm, All that I hauetofay,istotellyou, that the lan- 
tnorneisthc Moone,! the manith Moone, this thornebufh 
®ythornebufli, and this dogge my dogge, 

Why.^ All thefe fbould be in the lanthorne • for all 
twie areintheMoone,Butfilence;herccomes7T/I?;', 

, , Enter Tbifby, 

, »Thss is ould Nims tumbe. Where is my Ioue?£./^»,Ob, 
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‘Dem, Wei! roard, Lyon. 

Dttk£t Well xunnfy’thtfby^ 

D/ttcheJfe.Well {hone Moone.rtulyyXhe Mooncflilnjs 
with a good grace. ' 

7)u^.We\l mouz’d, Xyc»» 

And then came 
L^ft And fo the Lyon vatii {It* 

£»tfrPjaamus. 

T^f.Swcete Moone^ I thankc thee,for thy lunny beaiw 
1 thanke cheejMoonc,forfl’iining now fo bright. 

For by thy gratious^goldenj glittering beanjcs, 

I truH to take of trueft fight. 

But flay .’ Afpight/but marke,poore knight. 

What dreadfull dole is herc.^ 

Eyes do you fee/ How can it bee/ 

O dainty duck) o deare/ 

Thy mantle good,what, fiaind with blood? 
Approach ye F urics fell, 

• O fates come,comc, cut thread and thrummed 
C^aile, ctulh, conclude, and quell, 

Duke. This pa(Tion,8c the death of a deatefrlend wdl 
goe neete to make a man lookc fad, 

Dutch. Belhrcwe my heart^but I pitty the nian< 
Pyr. O, whcrcfore)NaturC)didft thou Lyons framd 
Since Lyon vilde hath here deflour’d my deare. 

Which is,nO) no ; which was the faireft dame 
That liu’d, that lou’d, that iik’t, that lookit with eheere. 
Come teareSjConfound) outfword,.and wound 
The pappe of 

ly that leftpappe, where heart dothhoppe. 

Thus dy I, thus,thus,tbus. 

Now am I dead, now ami fled, my foule is inthesky, 
Tongucloofe thy light, Moonctake thy flight. 

Now dy,dy,dy,dy)dy. 

I3ira>jNoDic,.but anacefoiliim.Forbc isbutone* ^ 



f Leifle then an ace, man. For he is dead, he is nothing. 
&. With the hclpcofa Surgeon,he might yet rcco- 
and yet prooue an Afle. 

"'n ( How chance Moonc-lhine is gone before 

.nmesbacke, and Andes her louer, 

Duk Shee will findehim, by flatre-light. Here fliee 
Mines and her paflion ends the Play. 
m MethinkeS)flic ftiouldnotviealongone, forfuch 
,7,r4U:lhope.lhcwillbebricfe. 

Demet, A moth vsillturne the ballancejwhich vyramus^ 
viVichrhishyis the better ; hefor aman } God warnd vs : 

IheforawomanjGodblcflcvs. 

irfShebathfpied him already, with thofe fwectceyesv 
CfWf. And thus fbemeanes) vidtlicef, 

Ti&w.Aflcepc my louc? What, dead my doue? 



SpSp«ke.4itedu 

Mud couer thy fwc ete eyes. 

Thefelillylippes, this cherry nofe, 

Ihefe yellow cowflippe chcekes 
He gon,arc gon : louers make monc : 

Hiseyes we're greene, as leekes, 
Ofifteisthrce,come,come,to mcej 
With hands as pale as milke, 
lay them in gorc^finceyou hauc fliorc 
With IheereSjbis threede of filke» 

Tongue, not a word : come ttufty fword. 

Come blade, my breaft imbrew: 

And fare wellfticnds : thus "th^fby ends: 

Adieu, adieujadieu. l i. j j 

and L;fl« arc leftto bury the dead, 

Bfl!iie.l,and^4/lto. ^ , 

No)l aflure youjthc wall is downcj that parted. 
4eirfathers, Will it plcafe you_,to fee the Epilogue,or to 
litaeaBergomaskc dauncc^bctvvcen two ofqur 
Pi- " 







Dftkf, 1^0 Epilogue, Iprayyoo, For your PlaynejA 
cxcufe,Neuercxcufc: For when the Players are all dH 
there neede none to be blamed. Mary, ifhcethatvtrv' 
had played ^yramuty and hangd himfclfe in TM/„ * '■ 
ter, itwouldhauebeene a fine Tragedy : andfoit isttuT 
and very notably difcharg’d.Butcomc your Burgoni Jl!i 
Jet your Epilogue alone, ® 

The iron tongue of midnighthath tolde twelue. 
Louers to bed, tis almoH Fairy time. 

I fcare we lhall outfleepe the comming morne 
As much as wee thisnight haue oucrwatcht. 

This palpablegrofle Play hath vvell beguil’d 
The hcauiegateof night. Sweete friends, to bed. 

A fortnight holde we this folemnitie. 

In nightly Rcucls, and new jollity, 
ftaerPticke^ 

Tuck . Now the hungry Ly ons ro arcs. 

And the wolfc beholds the Moone; 

Whilft the heauie ploughman fnores> 

All with weary taskc foredoone. 

Now the wafted brands doe glow'e, 

Whilft the fctiech«owle,fcrieching lowd. 

Puts the wretcbjthat lyes in woe. 

In remembrance of a Ihrowde, 

Now it is the tim c of night. 

That the graucs, all gaping wide, 

Eucry one lets forth his fpnghr. 

1 n the Church way paths to glide, 

Andwee Fairies, thatdocrunne^ 

By the triple Hecates teame, 

From the prefence of the Sunne, 

Following darkcneflelikc a dreame^ 

Now are Irollick.-not a inoufo 
Shall difturbe this hallowed houfe. 

J am fcur,wiih broome, before, 



T nights nightes 



juffieepc theduft,behinde thedore. 

. Evier Kmg And Queene of Fairies ^mth all their traine , 
O^.rhrough the houfe giuc glimmering light. 

By tbedcadanddfowfie ficr, 

EucryElfcand Fairy fpright, 

Hopatlightasbirdefroin brier, 

Andthisdittic afcermce,Sing,and daunccitttippinglyr 
i^rf.Firflrehcarfcyourfong! by rote, 
loeach word a warbling note. 

Hand in hand, with Fairy grace, 
fill we fing and bleffc this place, 

OA.NoWjvntill thebreakeof day, 
ilrough this houfe,cach Faiiy ftray. 
rothebefi bride bedwill wee: 
ffaiebby vsfliallbleflcdbct 
AndtheiiTuejthere create, 

Euerlhallbefortunate: 

SoHiall all the couples three 

krttueinlouingbe: 

lad the blots ofnacures hand 

M not in their iftue ftand. 

iJeuet mole, hate-Iippe, nor fearre, 

'lotmaikc prodigious, fuch as are 
Dtfpifedinnatiuitic, 

Sbllvpon their childrenbe. 

Witfathis field deaw confccrate, 
iuetyFaity take faisgate, 

And each fcuerall chamber b/efte, 

Jjiiough this palace, with fweetepeace, 
M«(haUinfafccyreft, 

And the owner of it bleft» 

Wppe away : make no ftayr 
j'|*™edl,bybrcakcofday. Exeunt^ 

Mw»,ifwe ihado wes h auc offended, ■ 

^^ebutthis(and all is mended^ 

H4 ■sbai 
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